











INTRODUCTION.

Tue peculiar advantages of position, and
the large productive capabilities with which
©ature has endowed the second Anglo-Ame-
vican Republic, are, since the recognition of
that Republic by Great Britain, becoming
matter of so much interest, that it is pre-
sumed any correct information respecting the
country cannot fail to be acceptable. Such
information has, however, been already most
ably and amply furnished by Mr. Kennedy,
in his recently published volumes on the

Rise, Progress, and Prospects of Texas ;
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| HISTORY.

Tue history of Texas, previously to having
furnished its recent chapter for the annals of the
Anglo-Saxon race, presents but few and meagre
details of secondary interest.
| Prior to 1690, the country formed a remote
and merely nominal part of the conquest of
Cortes, inhabited only by predatory Indian tribes,
from the principal of which, the Comanches, it is
said to have received its appellation of Texas—
pronounced gutturally Taygh-has—which, in Co-
manche language, is understood to signify, para-
dise, id est, “ happy hunting-ground.”

The French, who seem ever to have entertained
a special leaning towards this territory, first
aroused the attention of Spain to its neglected
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