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FRENAY

TO THE PUBLIC.

In preparing this small volume on the Toro-
GRAPHY OF TE:\:AE, I have endeavored 1o present
the country to the reader Iurm*i-:r]}' as it is at the
present ime. But I am aware that our rapidiy
inmasing pupulutiun prﬂ{hlcu:: important changoes
at the end of every month ; and a scction of coun-
try that is wild and uninhabited may, at the end ol
two or three months, be filled with a dense popu-
lation. Under these circumstances, entire correct
ness cannot be expected ; but the description of the
soil and surface of the earth, is believed to be near-
ly correct. Idesign publishing an enlarged edi-
tion in the course of next winter or spring, con-
nected with a correct map of the Republic, when
I hope to be able to present a volume more wor-
thy of the beautiful country it describes.

City of Austin, April, 1840.
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Cebro, Cedar.

Rervaio, Place of Refuge, Retreat o
Hi

GioL1AD, is an anagram of Lidalgo,
(tonary hero of the independence ¢
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v, Indian name, signiﬁes a Cil‘d
k& 2 I LORES, T:ilh!y of Flowers,

AEBINE, § \ press, -

N, Dird Pepper, e
LyALVESTON, takes Is name frnm Cﬂ]- za '._-_:
hrazos pE Dios, Arms of God. L A
Y EGUA, a Mare. ;

TeNoxTIiTLAN, the ancient Indian ;'
Bosque, a Forest, J
MaTacorpa. Thick-set Brush, S
Hio Cororapo, Red river.
Y1eper~NavLes, Flints.



TEXAS.

TexAs is bounded on the east by the Sabine
river, and an imaginary line which leaves the Sa.
bine at the thirty-second degree of north latitude,
and tans in a due north direction to Red nver,
which separates it from Louisiana—on the north,
by Red river till it reaches the north western cor
nerof Fannin county, which separatesit from Ar
kansas—thence in a northern direction until 1
strikes the Arkansas river—thence up the Ar-
kansas river to a point due north of the north-
western head of the Rio Grande; thence due south
to the north western source of the Rio Grande,
and down that river to its mouth—ithence with
the coast of thegulf of Mexico, in a north-wes-
tern direction, to the Sabine.

It contains about one million and two hundred
thousand square miles, embracing nearly every
variety of soil and climate—and will yield
great abundance, all the products of the temperate
zone, and many of the tropical productions.

In 1836, when it separated from Mexico, it
contained but about twenty-five thousand inhabi-
tants—it now contains, as near as can be ascer-
tained,two hundred and fifty thousand.
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T'o a person unacgua
can be no conceptmﬂ
to the country—more t si'n
grants have landed at Galx ‘& wi
vear, and nearly an equal number 1
the Snbme who have come m n‘*
land. Cities are growing up, i ) Pl
few years ago, were only inhabite
beasts, and wildar savaues, and; civ
refinement are rapidly takrng 0SS
wilderness and bringing it undar
man. .s_:
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My object in wulm':r this warb -- POSse
the world, a faithful descrlptmn of t (

Texas at the present time—to ghre |
varnished tale of the whole truth, and
to the emigrant a faithful delmeatw ‘1

tages and disadvantages of settlll;l
puhllc 1 shall first give a topogr: |
tion of the whole country, and ¢ w
ing such sketches of its politica al histc
enable every irdividual to unde

sent condition and future 1} DS }jr
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1e feet of water over
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1 of the bay and the bar are
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s principal tributaries are the Sabine and
hes rivers and their branches. The land
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und the bay is low and nearly destitute of
umber% th a few scattering live oaks and a
little pine. The land is not of a very good qual-
ity, but is weil adapted to grazing. Scveral new
towns have been laid out upon this bay, which
wiil be eandidates for the rich commerce of the
country tributary to it. Noune of them have vet
reachied a sufficient importance to mecrit a partic-
ular deseription in this work.

”"l‘he Sabine river is the boundary between

Uexas and Louisiana, as far as the thirty-second
degree of north lalitude ; it then enters the ter-
ritory of the Republie, and a line running duc
north to Red river, completes the eastern boun-
dary of Texas.

Steam boats have ascended the Sabine river, a
distanee of between three and four hundred
tiles, and I have no doubt it will prove navi-
ga_b?.e‘ a much greater distance. "T'he land upon
tll';ls river for the first two hundred miles from
inerl;lilqil]l:il_:.__lg generally ria]f an inferior quality
lltarlesThmeaams upon the river and _1ts trib-
verit nare Sometimes extensive, and

fel. - Lhe upland is generally covered

' rowth of pime interspersed occasion-

€p emof a fine quality,
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and a rich trade in lu m {_ |
pentine may be carried on
‘I'lie bottoms are well a ﬁi‘
of corn, cotton, suﬂ'ar, w:w
orazing and the raising of s

The principal trlbutan&B 1 th
first two hundred miles are4 evil,
press, and Big and Little Cow "."i‘f' el
varies but little upon any of them-
like those of the river, are rich |
are of an inferior quality. Th “co
ally well watered, and health yt";-:

Princeton, Sabine, and u rad
small towns on the east bank of ‘Sabine
Jasper county—they are placm of very
portance. R
About two hundred miles from thi
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Gaines’ ferry, we come to thats -ﬁ on ¢

known as the Red Lands. "
soil, occasioned by the red 0' ide of
is rich and susceptible of a
vation, and portions of it arQL
settled parts of the Republie.
extend from the Sabine nt—:ar'L i’-‘
‘['rinity, near the old San Ant
up those rivers nearly to 45' '
a section of country m f-._f'
square. 'The land 13:
well watered, and H e
agriculture. San Augusti
several othel" ;wf 7
this sectwn 0 _ura u
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_';j ﬂ']’he land on
d well timbered, af-
tuatlnns in e;.nstem
n oreand s sprlngs are found n
yarts of ':- ry. 'T'he Sabine will, in
ility, be navi able for small steam boats
| H r season one hundred miles
es’ ferry. 'I'he Cherokees, and other
s of India s frﬁm the United States have
had aﬁh IY, possession of some parts of
this interesting country——-bul: have been driven
out, and fhaw le eountry is now open for the
settlement of the white man.

A law was however passed at the last session
of Congress, requiring the President to have all
of that portion of the country lately occupied by
the Cherokee Indians, surveyed in six hundred
and forty acre tracts, and sold for the use of the
govemment after the manner in which lands are
disposedof in the United States. No appropria-
tion was made for carrying out the object of the
law; this "mll probably retard the settlement of
this. interesting portion of the country for two or
three years. A great proportion of this section

e country had been located previons to the

: ‘the law reserving it for public use;

and 1 =gi€ﬁéhﬁﬁ‘als n,ot repealed at the next session
k ¢ ?‘W‘hole Cherokee Reserve will

me (he arena of endless litigation.

,,Zf'-f_j;’ s ala rge river which empties into

e bay, abou ﬁei,ghteen miles west of the

uth of the Sabine river. ke the Sabine, it
cuters the bay, throush a low prairic country. The
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entrance over l:lte

from the bay 1s ab‘a ,,,,,

that for sixty five ! mi -r'

nel.  Beaumont ist he qrst

of the river, snmtedm:t{

and schooners of smalld ‘?;

this place. T'he cmmt"ﬁ;ﬁ!"'_-' etw

the bay 1S cenerally p air I

oroves of pine and some ..,-ﬂ, oak

not of a very good qunllty
Charles cruek 1S a dmaps |

five miles in length, thh

from the west, f.muut thlrty ﬁ

The land upon this (‘reelb 3

quality, azreeably 1NtEISPEES |

prairie. 'T'he strearmi has b

«mall boats a distanee of thI t“ 7 -_r
Big Sandy creek 1S a str&u

n \wwlh which enters the -.h.

about tweaty miles above B

renerally on this creek i1s ﬂ

hat towards the head of ity 1

barrens. This ereek {mms ‘ﬁ

eru boundary of l.1herly 5 m
Alabama, or Village ¢

which enters the Nech es {]

about one hundred aud [V

—has 1ts source near °

which 1t derives lts

stream, nﬂ?lrrable fﬂ i

The lands upon p; S C

the bottnms, r 0
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ber sf:;" e pme of
ng yellow pine,

orld. The rivers afiord
P‘;% F.,__._ the lumber trade

e country must, in a few
ﬁﬂ slderable 1mpnrtance

\ uf.'.“. ont is situated on the west
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1es, a few miles below the mouth
It as aﬂourlshlnc town of three
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wﬂ »of Village creek commences
*hy ‘of land known as Bevil's set
| ”*,; _ut thirty miles from north to
from east to west. It is not
| yland in the world. It is sur-
S:iﬂ 'side by pine barrens, and ap-
‘—ht spot in the desert. It is co-
ol '?3 gmwth of magnolia, oak, ash,
;EShort leafpme with a thick un-
gane. It has an abundant supply
| _.“f’fi ter and pure running streams

.1.; a l;‘:i‘t‘
of Jasp r,tbecountvseat of the coun-
tuated about five miles east

| :gct. It 1s a flourishing vil-
| ;wf_;;wﬂ and filty inhabi-
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also situated in this
< of ﬂ Neches river, near
| ;i is .m a very flour-
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seventy miles in

from the eust' it
occupied by tlm -ﬁ

Jittle 1mpmvemen

boats during the m

of Nacogdoches. :
possess great fertili lty-.._ w f; '-
portion “of the Slreall‘i

"L
barrens. g :r-

The small streams runni 4
ford fine mill seats, and a'e
1n lumber 1is carried on be *g
country and the coast. , i

The town of Nacogdoches
creck, a branch of this l'lV

-.h- :

having been laid off marer
years ago. It once enjoyec ?-_-f
with the Indians, and had a 1
five thousand mhabltant b'
can revolution it dwmdled to

1s the seat of justice of Nacn

since the separation of T
has been rapidly i Impmﬂ

T'he Ayish bayou is a strea
miles in length, which en_ ers )
the east,nbout e]u'hteen n JJ
with the Neches. Wlth ¥ H
ment, it would be nav
rmwthewmter season,
toms on this rwer a ﬁ#"
excellent qualit ,,
few miles of _'fe me

:’}

W ";-'?‘; =

N i

healthy and ple;t,sﬂnt It is an J
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, ,.ﬁ.near the head
J nshmg town in
_ .-L th, in point of popu-
(m' the county seat of
I ',jf;;,_ = _contains one thou-
been built up within the
isim yroving with great ra-

veekly newspaper published

i ot 1’
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ﬂ; ver of sixty milesin length,
2 in the Red Lands, near “the

';-,. - The bottoms on this
€ sive and fertile, and the up-

rOC .; ;r aixty It enters the Angeline

"'-.-.-

“ab« -m sixteen miles from its junc-

> : ish bayou, and is navigable for
lurin the winter season for a short

-li-' .i.

branch of the Neches which

t, thirty-five miles above Za-
bout forty-five miles in length. The
i’r Te n.arrow, and the uplands poor.
es ab ’Fﬁ the inouth of Pine creek,
1 s the Neches from the
hltoches and San Antonio
es river will be navigable, du-
jjf% n. :early to this place. The

'_-._'-._1:
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a .miles above this, d1-




The salt Springs
are suﬂ'lclent ﬂ L:
salt. There are now
the heads of this rive
but siuce the Indm.ns a
country will no douht s
so soon as it can be brm_ L.;m_f: |
entirely a timbered count
preferred by many to the ex
west.

The Red lands about San
cogdoches contain the thlck' t
Texas, and corn and cotton aree s

vated. e

The country watered by th
their branches, is larger In ex
of Louisiana, and much supeﬂ T
it is a fine agricultural and Sto #
try, and the streams afford amp f'
rying the produce to market. |
in the pine regions may be ca
tent, as every portion of the'e CC
with cood mill seats. %5:'- |

A larﬂ'o town mustnecess ?
bine bay, and I am of the ¢ opir
of Sabine is the best locatmm
the country about San Augus
ches, which have heretofé e TeC
up Red river, will shortl
bine bay, and thence
rivers; and their rlch
be sent down 1n l'e arr

cannot fail to bc a
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ATY Eﬁ_;,__'ﬁ;hlch enters

ﬁ few miles above
. ‘L fmty-hve miles
j' r miles in length
of East bay, which is

mnore than three hundred

-,_,m boundary of Texas.—
nd Whlch separates it from the Sa-
hes, is generally poor, and covered
¢ growth of long leaf pine; but the
"fg ver, and very extensive tracts
&[ to the best in T'exas. Red
-- 'f_'f-f:aif’ n c ,unues are situated upon this
Jf‘  are tolerably thickly settled;
yod and particularly adapted to the
““'f ‘and corn and the raising of
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ﬂf water of twenty miles

g ,{WIdth It 1s surrounded

ody of land. Itisin the

’ n not yet know whe-

d otates or Texas. Steam

, jﬁw o this lake. Caddo

'. “”“‘ od hlt is about forty

f*- steam boats
| __-,_. ;1-. on i geed

anch of Caddo river,
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1S nawgnble for boat:
through a rich bodye ? d, ,% >
good timber.
Bois d’arc is a branch Gf- Re
south, which separates Red Rive
COUI’IHES' the land upon it is rich, -
and well watered, but the qtrem
ble. A considerable proportion o ‘m

ty is prairie. "' |

Sixty miles from the mouth of ».-., sd’
we come to the Cross Timbers.
of heavy timbered land, about --4;:;‘.
width, running through the prairiesin a

A -
l‘ o

nequy north and south. Itextendsz ‘;f{. ONSIC

distance north of Red river, and ter: .
south, upon the Colorado river, abo
above the City of Austin. Thel
and the timber large and tall.

Big and Little Washita are
river, which enter it about
the Cross timbers. 'This cou
destitute of timber, except
streams. About forty n
of the Big Washita, the b rr
es Red river, and runs n
er. This portum ef ‘f_f_
that 1 shall not a

e
h ..-";,r':‘.ul"-\. L 1
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I _—t | 'Vel'y de-
r. 'Towards the head
;,J 4 into ‘innumerable

over a large tract of
-fertlhty and beauty.
mthe possession of the

ALVESTON BAY AND ITS TRIBU-
TARIES.

n ﬁﬂ Sabine inlet to Galveston inlet is fif-
ty-ﬁ?‘a:mim by the coast. The direction of the
coast from S&bme to Galveston inlet is west ten

1"' 11: has a general depth of from
1 to t .;f nt: _j. feet water. Abount twenty miles
xalveston island, it is obstructed by the
) ¥ L,,m mh runs across the whole bay,
h f;'_r-- 3 1S ﬁl;lt six feet water.
1 isl: situ ted atthe mouth of this
d is t :: miles long and
.-:_ 1. arallal with the

\trg-.ﬂ
"T-"“'ﬂ-

Pyl i .-.-I J

e

g
-
il
-,

' ae,“



-

o P 45

bt i N
T
-

0

'F.:-. e 'f_:1 r_,.'?r :- .
>Ston I 1dild O

P R e e
and did not commence
R PR PO
within the last eighteen mor

ont

talns a population of three thousanc
dred souls, and is increasing w:
It has three fine steam packets which

A=

regular trips between that place and N

.-""'r_-,.'

leans, and 1t is not uncommon to see fro
to forty vessels, from different parts of the wo
lying in the harbor. The principal channe
twelve feet water over the bar, and the harbe
safe and commodious. ‘This place is destined
no distant period, to become a large and imy
tent city. Itis the county seat of Galves
county, and contains a semi-weekly and '
weekly newspaper. 1t CNJjOys Imore comme
than all of the other ports of ‘I'exas. #
Pelican island is about three miles nor
(ralveston island, in the bav: it

T

hundred acres of land. 1t is low - antial

of timber. o
Fast bay is a branch of Galveston bz

by East bayou. FEast bayou is abou

miles long, and has its

bay. 1t passes through a low pra

almost destitute of timber, excer

small groves of live sz

el
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from the gulf by point B
vl land, twelve miles I
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Lt 3 d
3 -'.-.|.|.-'-|.-
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s>y el :4; 2 _ o
“{3 small stream that enters in-
lhe east, three miles above
i 94 Ttis about fifieen miles in length,
and runsthro h arich body of land. The timber
post oak ?ﬁlve oak, and magnolia, buta large pro-

»f the country is prairie.
An"_:"m'"'uac was a Mexican fortified town, situa-
.ted on the head of the bay, near the mouth of the
Trinity river. Itis ﬁncly situated for the com-
merce of the Trinity, and must become a place
of some importance. It was descrlc d during the
Texian revolution, and has not done much in
the way of lmprovement since. But when the
country on the Trinity shall become settled, 1t
must be the outlet of a rich and extensive com-
merce. It has been found by actual experience
that steam boats, suitable for the navigation of
rivers, are not suited, when hmmlyhdela for the
f .;__aon of large ba s. A large town must ne-
; :-;MW up near the mouth of the Trinity,
jyahuac is the only situation which the
__q_?n:%z This town, and indeed all
1:,-1.;--_'__,“&113],'5 of Galveston bay,
|  Ge -l eswn City, which will

e 1ts 1mpor ~-f” 2 allc c?ﬁmerce.
ﬁ'f“ic ;im

-'l‘__‘

d .L
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ver lt lS more nul
and has been naviga -:-5- Dy stear
dred and fifty miles, and i **-
all probability, much fa

above its mouth, 1t runs thr ug
country, but has wide and hea |

toms. T SRR
Old river, which enters the ;’
from 1ts mouth from the west, is thirty-five
in length. It is a broad deep channe *""'*.;- 1
urable nearly to its sonrce for steam boats .l
believed to ‘have once formed the lzuaﬂl T'rinity
river.

for CLttth
Sixty miles from the bay, on the ez
the river, stands the town of leerty'
seat of justice of Liberty county, 1d has abou
DHE hundred inhabitants. It is ed by a
rich and pleasant country. he co |
tween this town and the mouth of th
for thirty miles above, is gener -u';;f,f;_;
with occasional spots of tlmberu.
erally rich—the bottoms sm ‘“_
Franklin is a small t ” n 'f
the Trinity river, abn t thirty
Liberty. Itisa pla ver

.'.".-' ..
f;.,i-t ' "*’-
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h r, from ﬁae east
bout thirt y-five miles in
*?“ the pine woods, and
ept the bottoms, which
ﬁ the mouth of thls creek
tonio l*oad on the east side of

«caumrv presents nothing hut a

.'_.‘l

Il_-r::-'d
o L ,-:.

i1 !’Irer. 'I'he botmm o wever, are

- Wlde and rich, presentmrr a dense un-

dergr with of cane. The Cooshatta Indians
now reside in this section of the country.

Milton and Kickapoo crecks are two small

streains, which enter the river {fromthe cast, in

this section of the country. 'They difter in soil
but little from Cooshatta creels.

Between the mouths of these two creeks, on
the east bank of the Trinity river, is the new
town of Swartwout. It is situated in a healthy
and beautiful country, upon a high bluff, and
contains many advantages as a commercial pomt
It is ﬁ:y improvmg

uated on the west bank of the ri-
yisa S & 'ml, just laid out, which will be a
didate ﬁ‘” _portion tfthecnmmerce of the rich
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Springs and

generally a n'oad' '
At the mouth of Bi -=45 €

of Carolina, on the west vank

It 1s a new place, or rat

It is pleasantly situated, anc :5

ty of mineral water, whlte 1 s.

Jibeate, &c. From this ciret

received the name of Bath, and

on the maps by that desw'nauo

but was, in very bad laste, char

]JI]L[UTH to “Carolina.” ldlshkﬁ

olous hand laid upon ancient m ;'-..' :
Bear creek is another small stréz !_

ties into the 'Trinity from them

above Carolina. The land H

between it and the old San Ante!

fers but little from the last desel : '
At the crossing of the old

on the west side, i1s the town of

a flourishing little village, a

fine body of excellent lan;

frequently ascended to tl
lieved to be the head mi“

Above thls mad h 1€
Trlmty are T rell
ed to 1ts

u
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~has heretofore pre-

nt; but now they have been
itural wealth and advantages of
nust command a speedy settlement,
if 1 snted by legislative enactments. 1t is
heavy nei%l:red country, with but an

rearly all a heavy ti
Jceasional small prairie. 'T'he timber 1s white
and red oak, black jack, hickory, Bois d’arc, and
occasionally, short leaf pine. 'I'he country
abounds in fine springs and running strz2ams oi
fresh water. Several fine salt springs have
been discovered, from which the Indians have
been in the habit of manufacturing considerable
quantities of salt. |

A good quality of stone coal is found in several
places, within steam boat navigation on the 'I'ri-
nity, and might be floated down in any quantity.

Hurricane and Boisd’Arc creeks are the princi-
pal tributaries from the east; and Rich Land creek
and the West Fork fromthe west. 'T'he land upon
all these streams, differs but little from that on the
Trinity river.

Crockett is a flourishing inland village on the
head waters of Hurricane creek. Itis the seat of

1 'I-\'l. i -'- - s
” | il
1B

Houston county, and contains about
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bay; itis about twen
from three qn" rs of ¢
width. Itis surro
many beautiful and roma
At the mouth of the at
dar point, is a salt spring,
erable quantity of salt has
Cedar creek enters the bay at
about forty-five miles in leng th |
for small vessels from fifteen & a
flows through a rich prairie cot
an abundant supply of good ti

i 1

toms. | :_:
On the south side of the bay‘, L
point, is the town of New W
very beautiful and healthy sitw
At the head of the bay.neart f,r
San Jacinto river andBuﬂ'a.__,_
side, is the town ol Lynch'
v1l|aw containing not Mo
houses. ;;:j_ |
Immediately opposite
burgh, a new town ha,
Jacmto. Iti ls_a. les
been dona | w
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al Santa Anna,
;u ﬂer the command
S s¢ 'eml beantiful 1slands,

i ﬁm;vements might be made

sery desirable pr ’1 eremdenceq

"The Na };_'-7- i-i_--%h o river enters the San Jacinto
v about a half mile above the town cof Lynch-
_.*5.“'#_#3 b l'lvar is about one hundred miles
in leng f’ It rises in Montgomery county and

flows in a south easterly direction, through a
country agreeably interspersed with woodiands
and prairie. It will probably be navigable for
small steam boats about fifty miles. Its princi-
pal tributaries are Cypress bayou, and Spring
and Lake creeks. 'The land upon these streams
1s similar to the land on the river. It is gener-
ally rich, and well adapted to the purposes of
aoncplfﬂlfe and the raising of stock. Some
towns have been land off upon the river, but none
of !nz ve made much lmpmvemmt

| }i;’f__. _”1' ' ’tmn of Montgomery county is in-
r with reat rapldlty, and 1t will, probably,
most densely settled counties

post, red, and white
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the battle

length, and na.ngableﬁ Ul se
for steam boats drawing si ix 5'7'-'_;
ton, about thirty-five miles fi
the San Jac.mto. It rises in Aust
runs 1n nearly an eastern dlrectlm.
pal tributaries are Green creek and
bayou, from the north; and Vmce’s,
Bray’s bayou from the south.
i"rom the mouth of the bayou to Homton,tbﬁ
ountry is about equally dmded bell:WGBﬂ l""""'le
nd timber. The land is very 10W; &t
he winter extremely muddy; in other WE
he land is of a very good quality. ‘The timber
1s piue, oak, ash, mﬂﬂ'nolla hickory, lﬂ-
Cypress, &,c beveml steam mills have been g
cated upon this stream, which furnish | ﬁ‘lw
tities of lumber. Four miles above ___,..,
the bayou extends into the extensive P
and has only a narrow frmie of ﬂmbﬂf s
margin of the stream, and bayou ks
mer season becomes almost dry. i
Several towns have beell lalﬂ o z’_

e b=
4

which is situated at the ) i cti ":7' |
White Oak bayous, : and
navigation. The

theseatof ﬁ.f“‘ﬁ 1Y
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Ay, &ud nearly all the
he L ' “"-"fiv States, who come to
er, land at Galveston, and
010 Kog ﬂ,

: _f‘-' ﬁrst season, the piace suffered
‘ﬁﬂkness, but it was most probably
iﬁthe exposed situation of the early set-
tlm They were thrown together from every
part of the world without houses sleeping on the
ground, with all the hardships incidental to the
settlement of a new place. Since that season,
the place has been comparatively healthy, until
the latter part of the summer of 1839, when it suf-
fered severely from the yellow fever.

In the session of 1838, and 39 a bill was pass-
ed removing the seat of government to Austin.—
It is not believed that the removal will materially
affect the prosperity of Houston. It hasa week-
l{mddally newspaper published in the city.

ouston is the county seat of Harris county.

Harrisburg, situated at the junction of Buffalo
&Bﬁ“ ?_g, ,w bﬂ Dus, 1s a pleasant place, containing
1DOL n elv };m. mn houses. It was a plaee
importance revmus to the revolution,
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m he ﬂexlcansaiewda
‘J cinto, and has
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similar to that on Clear "?é“‘ s Al

NSan Leon, Austinia, l’owhawm, gm& 'hrgmm,
arc four towns which have been laid off upon
the western shore of Galveston bay, but have
made but little progress in improvement. "T'hey
are all fine situations, and may, when the couniry
becomss more thickly settled, become places of
soine Illlpm[ 11Ce,

Voses. High'and, and Hall’s creeks are three
small *-tu amns u.lm \ enter (Galveston bay from
the west. ‘They run throngh a rieh |Halne
country,—the | m:l hordering upon them is rieh,
and atfords many beautiful sitnations for private
residelces.

Chocolate bayou 1s a stream about tlnrty
miles in lenath which heads in the prairie mar
the southern boundary of Harris county, @
runs into Galveston bay, near the west end Of
Galvestonisland. \eatlylhewhnleof this bayou
runs throngh a prairie country—but towards s
mouth it has a great gnantty of live oak. This
oak is large, and of an exeellent quahl‘j’ for ship

Between Galveston bi aﬂﬂ ‘Bra

five

building. i AT
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. any time be seen feedingonthe
i ae and in the winter, no country can sur-
s it for wild fowl, swan, geese, brant, ducks,
Parkeys and grouse (called in this country
the prairie hen) may be found at all seasons in
sreat abundance. Fish ol the best quality, are
Eo abundant in the rivers and the bay, that they
may be taken without any trouble, and no place
on carth can surpass it for oysters and other va-
vieties of shell fish. The country is healthy,
and the land rich, and its only fault 1s being toe
level. 'The sca breeze is constant and refreshing,
and would render the hottest weather pleasang
and delightful. '
Liverpool is a small town about twenty-five
miles from the coast upon this bayou. 1tisin a
healthy and pleasant situation, but, owing to the
sparseness of the settlements around it, has not
made great advances 1 improveiment. "I’he bay-
ou isnavigable up to this point.
New bayou is a branch of Chocolate bayou,

and__; jwl llttl-e from itin appearance.
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ernment for that purpose, and 1nc
of them report less than thirteen a

water in low tide. T'he harbor is perfectiy s

e
e -

the channel wide and straight, and easy ofen

tranrce—and vessels drawing ten feet water maj
approach to within six feet of the shore, either ol
San Lauis island, or the main land. J
This harbor 1s admirably calculated for a na-
vy yard. The country around i, and for many
miles up the Brazos river, and Oyster creek, s
more plentifully supplied, with a better quality of
live oak, than any portions of the Republic.—
The supply appearsto be inexhaustible, and 1
have no doubt will be an object of @ considerablc
commerce. _
The island, and the main land adjacent to 1t
including the harbor, has been purchased by an
enterprising company, and a town has been lai
off called San Luis, which bids fairio be 13-
pidly built up. "I'hey propose connectit

g %]
yad or &

with the Brazos river by a rail ToaG G
nal fourteen miles long:—the StOCK S

-t
o T

taken and a large proportion Q
in. This will insure to it the trad
river, and mostof the country b
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yresent) the pnncl- 4
al ' mt has hereto-
‘e tov am sprmfrmn' up at
J-,f.s; 125 beeu the want of a
pe- ! sloug been looked u pon asone
”'“ o plae and hoalthiest points in "t’exas;
oW BB 1mport;m[a harbor has been dis-

5 ,;r ;..
cg.'..' r the mouth of the Brazos river, it
cmnotf&il to ensure its rapid lﬂlpl‘oruncut L

‘I'he principal part of the cotton raised in 111“
southern part of the Republic, will, in all proba-

bility, beshipped from this point.
Bastrop creek 1s a sinall stream which enters

San Lais harbor. F'leus and Austin bayous are
branches of this creek. The land upon all of
them is very rich, and covered with live oak tim-
ber. The comltly' is pleasant and healthy; ca-

palﬂ&@f ﬁllpportlnfr a very dense population.

Oyster cree k s a stream of seventy-five miles
in length whic _ L enters the gulf seven miles west
o[ Sai w It has its source near the
Braz or eounty, and runs parallel

- # d upon it is of the
ks covered v lth a lofty
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- Bras - nver, 1tis forty mil

~ coastruns west, forty detrrees
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The Brazos de D1os; umall?
river, rises in the Guadalupe or Paﬂm
mountains, in about latitude thirty-two degm
north, and the one hundred and second degree of
west lOH‘TlIUd! from Greenwich. For one hun-
dred miles it flows in nearly a north eastern di-
I‘BCIIOH when 1t c ‘1411*” s to the south t,ast Wlllch
1s its general course (111 it reaches the o'ulf It
is, by the course of the river, more than onc
thousand miles in lencth, 'md has its whole
course throuch a body of fertile land. In low
water the 11m I 1s {re« lllt*nlly brackish nearly 10
the mouth, owine to one of its branches running
through a larce salt lake. The red water which
colors the whole riv er, comes from the north eas
tern fork, which rises in a bedy of red J
near the Red river. Above the mouth Gf
river the water is as clear and tmnsp nb I
of the Colorado, and other westem Moo

T'he river enters the trulf with B {
bay, and has but from ﬁve
water over the bar *—

ﬁﬂd out alde and the




-
- g il

I::‘-_

co 1s situate lhe mouth of the river
on the east, ﬁumtma on the west side.

u .—l]..i_:r

':,"-a. N I

. eas ntly sitnated, in a healthy and
del htﬁxl chmate and have generally escaped
the tevers, which have proved so fatal 1n some of
the other towns upon the coast. "They have,
however, nnproved very littlc since the revolu-
tion, and are now more celebrated as summer re-
sorts, than for their business.

There is a female academy at Velasco, which
isin high repute. T'he place is celebrated for its
good society and the hospitality of its inhabi-
tants.

About twenty-five miles above Velasco, on the
west side of the river,is the town of Brazoria.
It 1s one of the oldest American towns in the
Republie, having been settled soon after the ar-
rival of the first colonists under Austin, in 1822.
It 1s the seat of justice of Brazoria county and
contains about three hundred and fifty inhabi-
tants. There 1S a newspaper printed at this
plam.

_ ands L bordering upon the rlver from Ve-
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'The cmmtry bet een M
very similar to that below F ,
heavily timbered boltoms contit
sides of the river. But on them
miles above Marion, the prairie approac ,. -'
the river—and uh mt cizht miles atms; '
prairic extends to the bank of the river; but m
same  deep and heavily timbered boltom €o-
tinues upon the castern side.

A very sinzular peeuliarity of the botoms
upon the Brazos river is, thal on theeast side
they extend necar four hundred miles from the
mouth; while, on the west, the praifiésor tin-
bere 11 Il J;llil ds approac h mmrly (8] the wajﬂfﬂ
edze, with some {ew exee ntions.

'jil‘li'l”il '\ ::Il ars 1o |J” ;l”SOPIngwﬂw
sonth east. ‘*[1 s that rise within ﬂlﬂw
of the CUnlorado cmpty 1nto the Braza‘i,
tributaries of the =an Jacinto and B *“
Iise w |lllIll a few miiles of the B 1 _,_t',b__;j'.'

‘Che supply of live oak it sect
CONLry 1S alinost Imhouudﬂﬂ
of it might be raited down
'The live oak is ol al
1 almost ..my
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-er at the crossing of the
nbia road. They are at the
| le water aig probably at the hcad of
permane 2t navigation, but owing to sonie ul-
- own cause, they have not made uch advan-
ces in improvement. Orozimbo Is l_u:{umm?iy
sitnated, surrounded by a high, beautifuliy undu-
lating prairie country. With good roads to the
up conntry, and some cnpl_tul, it cotild .ot fail to
be a place of ¢ nsiderable nuportance. |

Prom Orozimbo it 1s fourteen mites to Monti-
cello, which 1s situated on the west bank of the
river, just below the mouth of Crow creek; 1t 1s
not a place of much 1mportance.

Crow creek is a stream of twenly miies 1n
Jength which enters the Brazos river fromn the
West. It forms a portion of the northern bonn-
dary of Brazoria county, and separates it from
Fort Bend county.

Big creek is another small stream which enters
into the Brazos from the west in lort Bend

countv.
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From th ARIGHE
forty-five miles. The
the river continue ﬂ'ood

Marsh creek 1s a stream I
miles in length, which enters "‘”"‘#_,
from the eas t, ahont four miles belo
The land upon it is very rich a.n&
abundant supply of good timber==as
ton-wood, &c. and a tlllCI\ undergro
Hoos an d cattle may be raised in ﬂllB’

so trifiine an expense, that it scarcel < 5 the
11 anter any thing to support s hands, il
otton may be raised, any where upon

Brazos, besides cu! [udtmﬂ‘ a large ¢
than can be saved by the lmnds Whﬁ
San Felipe 1s situated on the #

3razos river, at the crossing 0f h
leading from Houston to the 61

IS Q@T vun.bly situated upon a hig j',

very excellent position to cﬂ |

portion of the up coun

first town settled by Gene

and was looked upon:

colony. i’revmusr
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he hands of the Mex-
Bﬁen rebuilt. It contains
rec inhabltants.

“Mill creek is astream of about forty-five miles
in lenatl whmh enters the Brazos river from
the west, about four miles above San Felipe. It
runs through a rich and beautifully undulating
country——agreeﬂbly 1nterspersed with woodland
and pralrle. "The bottoms are extensive, rich
and well timbered; and the uplands of thL, first
quality. The west branch enters the main creek
about twelve miles from its mouth. 'I'he coun-
iry throurrh which it runs 1s similar to that upor
Mill creek There is a large and respectable
German settlement upon this creek. They have
made many good improvements, and are living
extremely well.

Fish-Pond creek 1s a small stream of twenty
miles in length, which enters the Brazos from the
east, twenty miles above San Felipe. The land
upon itis rich and well timbered. It heads in
M?ﬂ_._ JOMme county, and enters the Brazos a few

;H line of Austm countly.

reek 1s ar ﬁtream which enters
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~ town of Washin. ston. It ris
ool Washmtrtan co ’_'_' he
country, composed of a about equal por
prairie and timber. Thc land on every part
of New-Year's creek is rich, well watere |£
has a good supply of timber. It is a fine fa

ing and stock raisine country, and conttuns seme
of the most de |l“‘|1!lll| situations in Texas. The
country bordering upon this creek is almost as
thickly settled as any portion of the Republic,
and has very good socie ty.

Ten-Mile creek is a small stream of sixteen
miles in length, which enters the Brazos from
the east, ten miles below W ashington. It heads
in the post oak woods, north of the Houston
mﬁd In Montocome ry wmlty, and runs in near-
ly a western direction, till it reaches the Tiver
It runs through u[moatent:rr.,]y a timbered coun-
try—the land is rich, with the exceplion ﬂfﬂ
small tract about the head of it. _-;_;:-. £

Bowman’s creek is a small stream the hr ers
the river {rom the east, a few mllesa |
ington. It heads in the pralrlﬁ.
east to the river. The Iaud(
country through whick h
healthy——-aud the ﬁs?'” g
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diate.y opposite to the

atn "The old L.a Bahia road

LI EE e

ver at this place; also the road (ron

r Brazos, &c. it 1S plt:‘_usnnt-
ied on a gh gravelly blufl, and 1s sur-
ich, beautiful, well \1:';1_t{11'ff_t_l and
healthy country. jthis the seat ol justice of
Washineton county and contains about live hun-
dl'udillliitbitill]ts. It is almost two hundred miles
from the mouth of the river by water. Previous to
the revolution a steam boat ascended to within
ten miles of this place, and was prevented from
ascending further on account of the Mexican ar-
my’s having appeared on the river below. 1t 1s
believed that with very slight improvements, the
river would be navicable during the winter sea-
son to this place. DBut the place 1s more cele-
brated for its good society and the hospitality of
its inhabitants than for their enterprise; and the
natural advantages which it possesscs, have been
neglected, and they have received all their goods
through Houston, thus aiding to build up a rival
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spring, which hasbecome a place of consic erable
resort. 'T'he country around it is pleasant and
healthy—and with suitable accommodations it
would unquestionably become a place of fashion.
able resort during the summer season.

‘T'he Navosota river is a stream which enters
the Brazos from the west, opposite the town of
Washington. It rises in the Cross Timbers and
runs in a southern direction nearly parallel with
the Brazosriver, till it unites with that stream.
It-1s about one hundred and sixty milesin length.
T'he water 1s clear and wholesome, and, when it
unites, forms a striking contrast to the red waters
of the Brazos. It receives no very considerable
tributaries, and, for its length, 1S a very small
stream. It is not navigable. Neatly ils whoie
course 1S through a pra_irie country, but has*_FEl'}"
extensive {imbered bottoms upon the rnver
The prairies also contain extensive groves ofti-

ber, which will afford a sufficient quat '_.'.';--f“r
of R
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fuel, building, and all the purposes of agriet
A few miles above the old San Antonio i€
Robertson county, there is an e

stone coal upon
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Vachinoton county.
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and Hood’s creeks are

o I"" r:kh:i' H ._ ' .

SO BN o u the Drazos from the
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The Lm | A above Washington. It 1s

=1

*, first, second, and third Yagua, an d
Da?idsoﬁ*s' ercek. "I'he source ol tluf ““,I:d.i Y a-
gua s within fourteen miles ot .th;: (J“]F}.mi' O, 1;-
ver, near bastrop; and that of l)urlfl::;unf, (,,.n;f:-: J
within eight miles of the Brazos. 'I'hey 5111(_.;1 1
over an extent ol country :11}011'1. fifty 1111;1115
square; most of which 1s well timbered, well
watered, and very 1.{31'!11{1'. It has Uc(_',n?;]r}]]“]l}r
small prairies, but is gencrally a 11”“1“_,.1‘{__,1
country. The country upon this creck has very
few settlements except towards its mouth.
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Independence is a small town, situated about.

three miles south of this stream, and about the
same distance westof the Brazos. Itisin a neigh-
borhood known by the name of Coles’ settle-
ment. 'This is oneof the most pleasant and de-
lightiul portions of the Republic. The families
erally wealthy, respectable, and hospita-
 stranger can visit that portion of
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fm' abmt
tween them va vinge

The rich heavy t "a::}_ ¥
one river to the other; bu
Little Brazos the prairie and t
approach to the margin of tha
delichtful situations for settler
bottoms afford an abundant -a

ber and an unbounded range for ¢

which can be raised with so much

great an abundance, that they scn.r

farmer a moment’s trouble.

Buck, Tates, Muddy, and JOHB’S CT
four small streams which enter the '
from the east. The couniry Watereasy
creeks 1s rich. healthy and about'eq "'55 y
between timber and prairie.

Franklin, the county seat of &
ty, 1s near Tates creek. It was
1838, and for an interior place,
erable improvement. ThlS, *;..
up with great rapidity.

Tenoxtitlan was an 0ld
few miles above the old S
west side of the Brams
but four or ﬁve il
There is _z_t nﬁ, an
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Dbeen cultivating wheat for

“considerable success. With
. 1 have no doubt that the whole
ywe the San Antonio road, from the
She Rio Grande, would prove an excel-
eat country: and there is no doubt of an
"”nction of every other kind of small
¢ and the only objection (0 the cultivation
Sentton. is the difficulty ot transporting 1t to
ot. ‘This objection will, in all procability,
HMM the country becomes settled. be reme-
did,.u?'ther by making the rivers navigable, or the
construction of rail roads. Until such times, the
inhabitants will employ themselves 1n the culti-
vation ofgrain and the raising of stock: for which
it is surpassed by no country on earth.

Nashville 1s situated ou the west bank of the
Brazos, three miles below the mouth of Lattle
iver. It stands upon a high blufl—in a beauti-

undulating prairie—it has fine water and is

jy place, and is surrounded by a rich and
mtry. 1t was settled previous to the
ut owing to the constant alarms, from

s made but shght advances in im-
fromrecentarrangements which
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of the Sal] Leon.

in the Colorado moun w‘-ﬁ
the longest branch of 1

The u‘nmlry watered by
a very similar quality and
about one hundred miles m le
breadth. "I'he bottoms on the Stre
and beautiful—the water pure tmd T
and the uplands of the best quallty
lx e l[ll:l“‘\. divided between 'WOOdlﬂﬂd il
l he I]Illl[ll S al'e C n\.l"]‘L‘ll W"lth ﬂowm
every season ol the year, and so reme

l_

f -L'..I-

1.,

it been {for its lunnm tlmt it has

name of 7T%eha Lanna of B land
from the Comanche Indians. Immen
buffalo, wild cattle, deer, and Wlld.
found in all parts of this section of th
It has been long the most fave
aground of the wild Indians, *;
fore prevented its settlement. |
tlements have receutly beell |
the Little river and its bl'
Indian will soon lmve te
tion. A chain of bl ch
thrown across th cou
ber of troops statior

& r'f "‘i'.r'
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nts. and it is hoped this beauti-
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1 sountry will soon be made the abode of civil-

it warble, granite, and blue and gray

limestone, are found in many portions of this
country. Lead and copper ore, and an abundant
supply of 1ron are found in the mountains, about
the heads of those streains.

Elm, Pond, and Davis creeks are three small
streams which enter the Brazos from the west,
between the mouth of Little river and the falls.
They have their sources in the lmmense prairie
which lies between the Brazos river and the
branches of Little river. T'hey become nearly
dry in the summer. Their whole course 1s
through a prairie country, which affords no tim-
ber, except a small quantity of elm and hackber-
Iy in the bottoms, and a little musquit in the prai-
rie. The land is rich, but so destitute of timber
and water that it will be some time before it will
be seltled.

Near the mouth of Pond creek, there is an ex-
nsive b d of __.!!:. which extends across
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s river. It is more than a milein length
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falls,onthe 'east?s”i&éf"'l e river, at tne ed
timbered bottom, which consists of some fen or
fifteen families. "The set'tletﬁéﬁi?;
much annoyance {rom Indians; but a military
post has now been established there, which it s
hoped will protect the settlement. The Jand is
rich, and though the settlement is small, corn and
provisions are abundant. The weed prairies il
this section of the country liave been celebrated
for their fertility. They are, in their natural
state, covered with a growth of weeds of from
eichteen to twenty-five feet in height: T{;ﬁ
oround is light and the weeds have only (0
cut down and burned to fit it for cultivation. ]!t
will then produce from sixty to eighty bushels 0
cofn to the acre. ,

OT he falls are about six feet perpendlculal'-

Hopes have been entertained that the Brazos

would be made navigable to this point, but those

. bR
who are best acquainted upon the subject arc

a different opinion. ks are three
Cow, Lake, and Towacany crte.: “eazos be-
. + b LY el
small streams which empty mto ' *-;—
tween the falls and the old Waco villda = chthe
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cono, Bear and Agui-
if‘g";'i' .ams wluch enter the
" They all head in the prai-

; .snpply of timber towards

= L !
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| ” 1s a beautiful clear stream
Brazos from the west, just above
ﬂllnge It i1s about seventy-five

Eﬂ. v |8 1 _'_1‘.=.'.'|

. th and contains extensive bottoms
f::w,‘ & | '”’v’? Towards the head of this stream
the country is beautiful—and the land rich and
WBR tiinbere But towards the mouth of the

M‘ﬁm through an extensive prairie al-

itate ol timber.
IS rver 1S a streain of one hundred and

ante 'fig.]ength which enters the Brazos from

mm .It rises in the extensive ]Jmuh s above
m"-"* "'I‘lmbers, and after passing through
hem, cnt tije Brazos river a few miles below
vhere th ross that river. The land upon it
| wards the lower part of it well

‘I#Mer of the river is red and

- H"'

isa ﬁl' of two hundred miles
Brazes from the east.
wed river, and ﬂows in

-‘_—bﬂr .r

| H*"r the




Six hundred feet h aht.
place and puss in a sou g { -
the Colorado. - Pt T
The Tahcajuncua is a Tiver ?"."f.‘f"-’f_.f-""
miles in length, which enters the Br:
west. 1t rises in the Towacany mtmnmm,nnd
runs in a western direction till it unites with the
Brazos. The Outijunova, Ocoque and Tacuyn
are its principal branches. The land upon all
these streams is rich and well timbered.
The Incoque is a large branch of the Brazos

which heads in the Gamhloupe or Piedra Pinta
1tes mththa

mountains. and flows east until 1t unl :
Brazos. T hroucrhout almost its entire course !
. with a little tim-

flows th rourrh a pralrle country;
ber upon the margin of the stre
sional arove of post oak; and some mu

tered throucrh the prairies.

["ifty miles above the mouth of ﬂ:ns ﬂﬂﬁ
Jarge lake of salt water—I[rom SIX to_
in wid th, and twenty—ﬁve miles in et *‘;;l % r.q_.
eral of its tributaries are also ¢ *'* %<9
nated with salt. Salt cryst ;g} St
areat abundance, W which will Serve |
<::¢:Jvun~tr3}r upon tha w
when itshall | -,&m sett .:_

may be ﬂoate@
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a stlll smooth stream,

'miles abme apparently as

.' ; f" ,1___ ‘ﬂ 4
! ‘Fampisarahco, and Keria-
- aTe the principal branches of this
lake. 'They all risein the mountains.

THE SAN BERNARD AND OLD CANEY.

Tae San Bernard river is a stream of one hun-
dred and thirty-five miles in length, which en-
ters the gulf about fourteen miles south-west of
the mouth of the Brazos river. It rises in Austin
county, about twenty miles west of San Ielipe,
and runs in a south-eastern direction, until it
reaches thegu]f. It forms a portion of the west-
ern bour ﬂ_._, w Brazorla, Fort Bend and Austin

nt arates them from Matagorda
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..I--..__. il _.‘I._. - e £ e e S o
T B AT
sl - &

__ yest branc 1 and Peach ereek are two
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gatton by tlu, loek

has been done to car *__-_,}- 0
try thirongn which it p CS 1S ’.'
high, and it would be ad mir;
this ]m:d of navigation. R

Cedar Lake F]L‘LI\ IS RSIICG

which extend from the tru!flua s?

tion. They are between old Gan |
Bernard. 'They are %urromldedtﬂ

a heav Y forest of ccdar tinber.
equal to any in the world: itis lﬂl’l

clear of nots; and is very mluab]efo
}Hr OS, 3
T'he country watered by these Stré
surpassed in (ertility and productwn._. ;
1} > head of the San Bernard the 2o g
cqually divided between tunber
and the land 1s of an e\:rellent ;,u
sixty miles above its mouth 1t pass '“
rich, deep alluvial soil, which; 1 5“:'-
duction is equal to any in the ® orld
The lands npon old HE;E*-
thought by some to be super
nard Jands. 'The bot ﬂ*ﬁi."

stream to stream: there
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=m countr} Its growth
,Jg pecnn, &ec., with athick

Ima It 1s now the principal

" Texas, and better cotton is

n m any pOI‘llOllb of the Republie.

fia ormed by planters of lll‘dt}lll;[Ld.

Ve y at it is not uncommon to pick {our
y*" imds of seed cotton from an acre of
i',}i..'}”“ fwould, unquestionably, be equally
"“f ?‘*“ﬁ efor sugar. It will produce {ron iﬂ'Itx.
Bushels of corn to the acre , and stoclk
thogs may be raised with so little trouble, that
the planter can support his hands at a mere nom-
ma[exgense It combines more advantages as

ant ‘eountry than any other portion of the

. ‘can now be purchased in this section of
Iy «r.at from three to seven dollars per

Lhe 18 healthy, and always has a

_____;r;}._a am the ocean, which renders
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feet deep, for thirty-five m

two feet water. This bar 1s four n
Palascious, and seven below Matagorda; and ves-
sels freighted for that port have to
bay, and transport their goods seven mil s by
lighters, to the city. The bar 1s not more than
eighty yards in width, and the citizens of Mata-
sorda have long been falking of openinga ship
channel through the bar, which /they believe
could be done at a trifling expense. This would
unquestionably make Matagorda one of the most
important towns in the Republic, and the citi
,ens should leave no art untried to accomplishso
desirable an object. This improvementmlhi_
bay, and the removal of the raft at the mﬂtlthl*:

the Colorado river, would give to Matagordﬂ the
commerce of the most fertile and wealtiy portios
of Texas: and if it can be effected, 0o expense

should be regarded to procure SO desirable 2

a change.
Matabgarda island is situated at the l'm“d‘d

Matagorda inlet. It is about forty milesifiCom
and f%om four to six miles 11 width. led
is high and pleasantly situated. oWIL SRS
Calhoun has been laid off at the ROT®E e ot

1S . the pass;
of Matagorda island, near GO
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rv elioil le situation. DNo 1m-

R

7 a?..:t Sfl‘ﬂm near the Blatﬂg(}r-
;. - the main land, ou the west side
w-‘#- sﬁepmates it from Espiritu Santo
B G Matagonda bay is connected by

w?pmshayls SllI'I'OllHde ﬂcnemllv by a pr ,;111 e

untry, with occasional groves 0! timber. The
Eumher s live oak, cedar, ash, pecan, an d lmf__;h,
beﬁe—()al: Lake-Austin, and Prairie creeks are
(hree small streams, which run into the bay
{rom the north, on the cast side of the m un.,l} of
the Colorado. 'T'hey all head and have their
whole course in a large prairie, which 1s known

liy{ha mﬂf Bﬂ-y pl'd.ll'le "T'he land of this
prairie, m:hbut very level, and muddy in the

qr-ﬂd .
il

:: iﬂ

smlafed upon the bay on the east
do river. It is a healthy and
It contains many good Lou-

b1 ines many of the advanta-
..... }he heart of one of the
!thas a female In-

; @ : d anewspa-

at 0f justice
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forplantma' Hurposes
portions of 1t a :.':*.-‘:,-;1;1 miral
and the raising of hogs ai nd
of gold and silver exist in
quarries of marble, gramte,
be found in many parts of If.
iron ore are also found 1n great
this river. The entrance of
bay is obstructed by a raft whlch |
boats from entering it. A company
chartered for clearing it out—the contra
:lI]Ll the stock subscribed for; and [ am in
shall soon see a U{JDd account of Ihell.'
’\Ll»..un s, Jennings’, and Jones’ creeh
small streams which enter the Colo _
west, in Matagorda county. THE lan da
them is similar to that upon them‘ﬂ_'_
deep, and alluvial soil. “'hecous
which they pass is mostly prairie, f*“’ Y
the margin of the streams. | "
The land upon the river, throuﬁ
county, is similar to that upon ﬁld B
San Bernard—equally as W&I]:
cultivation of cotton and sugar, &
of stock and hogs. d __._5:'-' |
After reaching Colorado o

equally rich aml fer j m r
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a.g'reeable changes in .
”r—

. | ea thy and respectable settlement,
L: e -_5-_-_;_ ; "; ,.a erossmg of the old San Felipe and

'.‘-, ]. Sugar has been successfully cul-

:‘1 m,,g m thls settlement.
Ek- ﬁﬁ]umbus 1S pleasantly situated, in a large

" bend of the river, upon the west 51dv about one
% hundred miles above Matagorda. It is known
“ upon the maps by the name of Moniezuma.
s The Colorado river, at all seasons of the vyear,
* alter getting above the raft, would be navigable
“ for large steam boats to C olumbus. It 1s the seat
% of justice of Colorado county. Just above this
i placeare the first rapids upon the river—the 1i-
§ verhas in its Jowest stage, about two feet water
. over the bar: the bar is composed of soft soap
a stone, and might be removed with very little dit-
3 ﬁeulty
¢ Lumn ?Tﬁ!—h creek is a stream of thirty miles in
. ‘ength, which rises in the post oak woods, in Fay-

LR
‘~*- d enters the Colorado four miles

A rﬂthe east. It runsthrough

a -
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- equally dmded between wood-
1d has gh extensnre and
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that
thepmpnetm&
to town lots, and
permanent resrdence 1t
the county of I'ayctte was
orange became the 1:1:11:11:)‘1'.3‘F
time the place has been mpldl’f
now contains about five hundred ants.
The obstruction to the permanent ”ﬂﬂ,
the Colorado river, might be remnvedatt rifing
expense. In the neltrhborhood of the town is &
large grove of pine timber, which suppﬁﬁ the
town and neighborhood wnh lumber.
Rutersville is a town Six S soutb-mm

 aocrance. 'LThe tract UpoR which it is built
was purchased in the spring of 1838, and a tov"
laid nlI. for the purpose of erec
a collece. Since
houses have been erected; & char st

enred. for the institution, & and it lan ” .._ _
ful npﬂrqtmn It 1s one of the most P ﬁ |
~tions in the country, and H'
and very abundant neichborhood. **
~fter Bishop RUTER, it§ foun %
ly after he had made lhe

When we reflect lhat

very ground on Whl
veller was 1n da- rer of




inhabitants 1t %

~ purpose of defending themse Ind
' ations, and that Now the country is thick-

r; —al :_ .,+ ‘ il ]g ¢ R

, willd 3 ere half a dozen destitu te famihes
. theeouDf¥ B, had crowded together for the
SR e lves acainst Indian

l iiye';er?tll:d and pr05peruus———~nndr the ln(‘hnnidlzr-
ven more than one hundred and fifty nmles back,
and that there are flourishing towns, churches,
and institutions of learning, and all the reline-
ments of eivilization, where, at that time, er:
savage roamed trinmphant over the prairies,
some idea may be formed of the rapid improve-
ment of this cour‘ry.

Buckner’s creek is a stream of forty-five miles
in length, which enters the Colorado from the

- west, immediately opposite to the town of La-

' grange. It rises in Bastrop county, and flows
in an eastern direclion until it reaches the river.

¢ The land upon it is very rich: it has a sufficien-

ey of timber for all the purposes of agriculture.

Just below the mouth of this creek, upon the

‘tﬁﬂﬂ?&l‘, is a high bluff known n

eighborhood by the name of Mount Maria.
spect.  Upon the top of
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Colorada at t 6 C

from the rwer, com
yellow pine tlmbe’.l!*
above Bastrop, and is g -ti;? T
miles in width. The land up
is gravelly and hilly; but it
sides by the richest kind ﬁf
situated as it 1s, 1s of great valug

Rabb’s, Pin- Oak, and Lb].l

small streams which enter the

the ast, between l.aﬂranve h

creeks are small; they rlse mt-"f
POSL O¢ ak land lldjt}lllmﬂ' lt and ‘Hf

cood land upon them, Hll they’

four or five miles of the rwer.

the river, between Lagranges
the east side, are about four mll
hottoms upon the Colorado difier
the br:ttom lands of the | ;
eastern rivers. On those

ways covered with a hea

but upon the Lolomdo, matl
toms upon the river are pr
bottoms are of extrao %, |
skirted with hills of tin
shert distanee back fre
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b < miles in width, and in some
v fertile, but are mostly gravel-
' " They are the dividing ridges
Rrazos and the Colorado rivers.
RIWER nd Walnut creeksare two small streams
~ter the Colorado from the west, betweell
L oe and Bastrop. The }and upon (;_5:{1:11'
ok is mostly prairie, with the exception of the
e hich are narrow and generally cover-
ed with cedar. Walnut ereek rises in the post
oak woods, and runs in a western direction until
it reaches the river. The land upon 1t 1s gener-
ally of a good quality, but some of it1s broken
and hilly. The hilly land is heavily timbered,
Withiﬂ'hitﬁ, red and post oak, pine, cedar, cC.
The bottoms are rich, but not extensive: a large
ion of the country through which it passes

o

~ Bastrop is a town which was settled previous
yur revolu It is on the eastern bank of
do river, at the old San Axtonio cross-
sitnated in a bottom prairie, and sur-
lls, which are covered with ever-
L very picturesque appearance.
2N I f; ""brated for the
s the county scat of
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the Mlssms:ppm. ley.
hlch wewnedfr ]
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which enters the Lola do at t!

the town: It rises in the | fa )

south-easterly until it reaches the river. It

tarouzh entirely a timbered cou -'“33’."-. intil

proaches near the river, when ltpm ughs

small pmlr e. 'The land upon it is of butan 1 o
dinary qus ality, until it reaches the pmmﬂp

it 1s rich and fertile. :
Near the mouth of Pine creek, mthebankﬂ

t'12 Colorado river, two miles above

1 extensive bed Ot stone COH..
ous—of an excellent quahty——andaﬂun
quantity. It can be floated down the Tiver
head of the raft with great eases

13 llm‘*[’ S, \8Y hh;tr j'(BI‘S &Hd Walnut c:mw

three streatns which enter info SheGeK ‘-,-,-uq.. n
the east between Bastrop and Allsﬂﬂ_rﬁ e
generally from tweive to smteeﬂ i
—they rise in the hills whlch
side of the river. ‘T'hese hllls
two to five miles dlsta.nt
lands between them and

.. .m beauty of locatmn

.h, cqmpo _ 1
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tom ' Fine springs of
from the hills, and af-

mtuatmns in the world;
nnd the climate mild, nnd

ter rapidity than any other

" ereek is a stream of about fifty-five
26 : which enters the (‘olorado from
+ ten miles below the City of Austn.
A habeautllul rolling country, com-

ufwoﬂland and prairie, of greal fertility.
m;mles from the mouth of the creek,
m lll a south—wrstenl dhirection 1ro1mn

§, there is a grove ol the best

T ovDT t,imber, of about six thousan d

m imﬂl G‘Iﬁcted at this p]acL, would do an
ive business 1n lumber. The other tim-

lar, mk blaCk walnut, white, red,
'-‘*-"f—'"? , mulberry, wild peach
:rof thls stream siaks towards
18 much largex twenty-five
ade lha.n it is at the mouth.

10N occurrence in streams

re springs fre-
| and after run-

] T
=




' ‘—l'_ .:.. BAT= :.‘i . | T
2 1 yF e e L i = 'I SN
n al P A

"4'.-":1"'1‘-

- ; ' - hu L | -"'h.._ ,_-I- . 1 . |
- et | 1 = i S s ; R
T, i - gy -_!_.._‘-1; - :
. . . ... I Y . - ‘ ... . Tﬁ.\.h L - _:.. - =
ﬁl 5 i - : T 1 ﬁ ;:! - ™ -' o ‘l-H..,_- :
E - o 4 L T13Fe, Ll
P = % Fins i Fi __.I e il i P & - :-_.
o . - Ll gy ot
Atddallo

of the Colorado ins.
CONZTeEsSS of 1838_739, ;a_::

B
- g l
=, e
_n
; _ - ]
1 L]
111 4418

e .
11 YWl
Pl e Ll -

-

"

ing the seat of government from Housi
commissioners were appointed to seleeta ne
location. They made their report in favor of
he City of Austin, in the April following. An
gent was immediately appointed by the Pres-
ent to superintend the laying off of the city,
the sale of the lots, and the erection of the pub-
lic buildings. The government archives were
removed to this city in the October follqwmg: i
nd so expeditious had been the agent, D the
performarnce of his duty, that buildings ol EW:E
description necessary for the reception of 1he 4
ficers of government, were ready previous
that time.

"T'he public buildings are not eleg
] appropriate for a ne
em, the President

it is situated upon

. ov |

comfortable an
ment. Among th
stands conspicuous:
has a very comia

every port
mountalns, and




‘ﬂ#" ‘ -' one story frame l?.ﬂ'.lllﬂ.-'i 5
odious, and will auswer all the
| T 1t was intended, until the
“* | be able to erect a more elegant

- ey 3
L tlv O J..“ : ﬂlﬂg ,

a law for the erection of
OB ¢ building, for the use of the ge nfal
E and the state t_ﬂeparlmenh It has
Jand office wd for, and will doubtless be fin-
!’ﬁi:nm‘?cmurse of the summer.
B eee three story brick hotel has been com-
. lal‘gea.ufj is to be completed by the fall of
mencﬁd;rhe buildings are generally ol a much
Iliesiitgr description than are usually ‘1;11'1'1L i_n'nfzw
tries—and the improvement ol the city has
= with a rapidity heretofore unknown,

pm ".iti this country. It contains _aboup four
Y dred houses and twelve hundred inhabitants.

Fa B L
iitl'l

- orian church has been commenced,
d Tunderstand the Methodists have one under
ontract.—The city contains two newspapers.

yrac _.J_ yposite the city, runs nearly east
e the ancient city of Rome, Austin
en hills, and it is impossible to
yeautiful and lovely situation.

ral :;nas, 2 ﬂf gmvel’
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been picked 1 the be
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In the spring and early pal to
prairies are covered with a thous

wild flowers, which fill the air with
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and present one of the loveliest prospects in na
ture. D 'f

Four miles above the city, upon the eastsideol
the river, is a high peak, called Mount Bonnell.
From thetop of the mountain there isaperpendic-
ular precipice of seven hundred feet down to the
water. The prospect from the top of this moul
tain, is one of the orandest and loveliest in nature.
On the north and west extend the mountﬂ_t;;l
peaks, risine in bold magnificence hill above h:ﬂf
for a distance of twenty miles. And_ thoug

what are here called mountains, unld 1 .
countries be looked upon mincoumderable :

l
they form a bold contrast to the flower € -
rie, which stretches off to the south andeastas’’

- ver 1S
as the eye can extend. The Gc_alorad_idl;l:;rﬁs
ceen for the distance of fifteen miles Wi o 1S

course among the hills and rich vallezhsé _
is the infant city, which completes t M
and renders it one of the_lov_elles_t mpoll 2
The mountains contain 1M mense 7. i
blue limestone, Whit€; 5 -2 = k|

2
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oper. and lead have been found,
tion into their wealth -has been
nan the tops of the mountains are fre-
racts of rich table Jands, and the
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juie s Er'r-passecl in fertility by any land in
orld. Large springs, many of which would
Jfford five or six hundred batrels of water a min-
ute, are bursting out at the foot of the mountains
) and walering the rich valleys below. Some por-
% tions of the hills are very well timbered—others
are prairie.  The musquit grass* extends to the
* top of the hills, while the valleys are covered
\ with wild rye. Itis not surpassed by any coun-
* try in the world for cattle and hogs.
| Three miles above Austin are the first falls—
they are mere rapids of about ten feet in one hun-
dred yards.
»  Therehas been a great difference of opinion
, about the navigation of the Colorado river.
. Some are of opinion there will be no difficulty at
all in navigating it to Austin, while others

Ol that .} never be effected. A par-

PR ﬂ;*f bﬁeﬂ made of 1t, and two
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over the shallowest Lar at
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I some |
tirely unkr
If the bﬁlor&ﬂb
the City of Auslin - “"
upon the continent tor
trade of the northern Mexic
if goods have to be tmnﬂpo d |
titr, it will be but the same ineo
Ul“ attend every other. mtenor'
public; and the trade must m
some town at a distance from tf i
winter, and early in the spring, 18 I
ed for Illu trav P]IIIIU' of those exten ;
of merchants, by Whlch the lmdﬂ
thern Mexican states 18 conducted. i
the roads near the coast are Hus 1y 1‘
impassable. And if navigatio 1
ed, goods will have to be wagor 4;‘;
coast during the dry season
and| spring “trade: this- town, 1
one hundred and seven mtlen .
port on the coast, and two hui '
But the whole dlﬁculty af
from the coast, mlghtbe
king a manu factunng
of Austin. The lai
miles west of th& f &
water puwer the
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i1d and healthy, and every
of the manufactur-
produced at home.
ith almost as much
can sur-
nd the

for the supp!y
nts would be

e _'.“_f_'f'aSl; and no country
e gre wth of the mulberry, @
f B "There 1S Q gt:mlmmm 1N
ustin who has al ready planted forty

is going exX-

The mountains

y that business. _
0l

- a for the pasturage
s fine an article of wool can be pro-
nd as cheap as in any other country

abundance of the country will

rovisions, at a very cheap
eep fat during the whole
snse from the farmer, and
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tion will be produced in



passaam fte
rans over a be ur
an abundant supp} '
prairies and bottoms u eC
which would supply an abu
and mules at all seasons. The ro
this time, is quite plain, and vith ve
ble *mrrht be travelled with loz

F'rom the old fort there 1s ap 1n
to Santa e, a distance of three _
twenty-five mlleb The road crosses )
rado river about two hundred and five
above the City of AUSIID, Wh&l‘E i - BHECS.
pears us larce as it does at AuStin: *'
cood ford, and it is rarely aﬂ'ec@ mz
The me[i} between the San *‘% ;'-_ t
orado 1s one of extraordinary beau |
two-thirds prairie—the rest of: lt«
ton lands. beantifully undulat ti
ing running streams of PIH'E_ s
ley. Nature has deswned |
and grain growing coun Mz
celebrated for the ab nds
than any portion of I

After crnsslng am
a little more hlﬂ, ;Hr o1l

:Ii‘ ' rl-n:;
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] contains an abundant suppiy

and rye for grazing. T'his por-

of MUSAS < during the summer season, COI-
tion 0~ uffalo and other wild game than any
alls £ . put the game usually travel to the
o Eo s winter, in order to feed on the more

€s.
[uxuriant prairi | | _
After crossing the Brazos river the country as

cumes a different appearance: oll the right you
have the broad, rich, level prairie, wh;ch strt_:tcl';ef;.
off to the south-east, until the view 1s‘iost in the
distance; and the dull mounotony ol the level
plain is only relieved by the innumerable herds
of buffalo, deer, anteicpes, horses, and wild cat-
tle, which are always in view in those extensive
prairies: while, on the left, the Padre Pinta hills
rise in bold magnificence above the plain. The
road runs along near the margin of the moun-
tain, where the streams from the hills furnish an

abundant supply of water, until you reach the
upper branckes of the Red river, when the moun-
ins bend suddenly to the west and stretch off

the Puerto, a branch of the

1 exceed the beauty and feruility of
ided into Innumerable
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traerdlnary tertil ”*’f'“ _'__Q
varied, however, by an ¢
high above the plnm _____ seenm
p[aced there as a beacon tﬂ aﬁr ct
weary traveller. This elex ol
perhaps the best wheat countw nth
Maite Bran says, in his ge: w'raphy* he
reason Mexico does not drive e\'aw i ,-..'.';
try upon earth out of the grain market ;
difliculty of transporting it to the coaah—-
this table land, pure fresh water lakes\ang
ning streams are found in sufficientabur

to supply a caravan of (raders Wlth
'I'here 1s no portion of the country Wh
distance between water will be more ﬂlﬂlil___. g
mniles, and loaded wagons might pass& Bl _
without difficulty; and with a very S
provement the road would be equal to t-w:
world. oo g

'{'he Comanches are the only tﬂhﬁ

to be encountered on the route——'ﬂﬂ S
of filty Americans well armed ¥

any portion of the country Wllh

Many portious of this co ntr

cral productions, and mines
riod be wwuﬂ’htwnh pr, ; E”

Is 1o speak of the rade

'|I r-ﬂ—"__'
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Y 'ctmntry through
0 sh wthe feasibility o
y to ! c:ountrv
. ed at Philadelphia, carried
. rgh———thcnce shipped 1
--J Louis—and again carried ove
adlst'lnce of not less than six-
[es through almost a desert
| ngui warlike tribes of Indians,
‘,';-.'-'ﬁ: a profit,—how much greater
sprofit to carry them from 'Texas,
thlrd of the distance, and where
ﬁbstacles exist?
fade of Santa F'é consists principally ol
r'hlj'f"'i-fi!a--: and gold and silver in bars;
8 m * horses and mules, and even
iven with profit.
t, vn Ioall persons who have visited
' uthe trade of Santa Fé 1s, In
0\ ly little consequence, and
its importance from the
i’ > of general meeting, where

§ ﬂ

Tﬂ do th1<;

'-r"'l.l?

%y |“"fi-h|.lF‘°'1




tweeif |
Fé and Chi |
dio de Rio G ande, is
'T'his place is on '_ > Ric
favorable place for H'
der, who would only hay
dred and fifty miles to travel
The great inconvenieg
hua merchants experience =
trade through Santa K&
seek for di:lt‘l‘t nt channelsd
the United States; and lestsn
traders visited \LW OI'IBIIM
T'hey set out from Chihual
velline one thousand miles'o
the head of navication on k _4,
no boat, they kept down theri
where they embarked on H._,‘“__
New Orleans. A28
They carried back with t
thousand dollars worth ﬁ'
which were paid for 1n g
rois, the head of the v
consumption of A nes
when they cauld
million and a hi
it might bel
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k or hls return consisted
I eached cottons, prints,

( ."_ - ‘I )
- ka

ic, isthe Jegitimate chan-
trade. 1 “he merchant

fé, or any of the nor-
ach our coast

reach any
or the coast

the Mississ ppl, O
\ Iy 10

. and 1t 18 only necesst
in the E,llltrprm to 1nsure

No one could think of transporting
the jmmense distance {from St. | ,ou18
s to Chihuahua, when they conld

red at as cheap arate within four or five
hundred miles of home. Goods can be introdu-
ced into this country, if imported direc tly {from
BEurope, and sold to the Chihuahua trader at a
cheaper rate than they canbe afforded at St. Lou-

and the distance for transportation is not one

iourth ﬂgreat- With all these natural advanta-
gm vou l ‘require the experiment to in-

of the enterprise. T'hat exper-

ing mﬁe, upon a small scale, an
_ of Mexican traders, at
almost dmly occur-

3- b-ﬂ_ m# L cm‘

el s

ft"‘b. -

e
gl



portion of that va
no place on the conti
with the ports of thl&
ities of 1ntercourse :md ect ¢

After a considerable d"
to the description of the b r‘

(Colorado. s

Waller's and Shoal crce]ss
streams, which are formed by latge
which rise upon the city tl‘;lct,

( “l H;ll].'-l' IH' Iy 0le at ”lc llppel' MMﬂM
lower part of tiu City ot Austin.

I“‘i]i[l!u creek 1s o stream of elghtmﬂ
lenoth, which enters the Colnmdo fromih‘
one mile above the Lflly of Allstlll. lt,M
the mountains, and after running ﬂ_'_.--:__..
~lmost disappears; but about one ! “. R
river, at a place called Barton's Spi "*”.: Y hic
sup ]’Hl{_‘ll with water, by four lal'g'ﬂ ,, > * 1 {ou
supply a stream of sixty feetlﬂ |
{cet deep, and runs with ab :
ver. A company are *
this place. A portlon- ol
head of this creek,

a rich quahty, a.nd g
has ettensw >

some Gx

& *...- I
- H‘ Kl
L al




o ! a t‘omtln beat-

cug
id < u'ru,ab;}, jtersper-

(il e,
+~. m cmnmcnm*q 1 cluster
.1 narc ol the Colorado

ehest of them are not more
1*dwd {cet in f.eizht. lrl,{;'}r
""'ﬂl},,dl‘d some of them have

lﬁ ltllld‘x lllun thielr Surneiniis,
e preduction
i

irably calculate d [ort]
1 a[ld. the vine ll valicys 11
“" uentiy extens! ive, and of extras
-_'::11 ertility '”11‘."."'--.-
_ n the Pl Ll% of th:
mbclnu"mn (o a chail O
"’ “ﬁ not the case '1‘!,._--:- <re not
-ﬁvc Niles in extent, and the
el‘al huvdrul miles distant {rom
0 j tall E\l(,llblh (UAarries of mar-
and eranite, and will for centu-
y a Austin and the adjoining
L hey abound 1n springs
and constantly running
b{:‘it grazmﬂ' land In
uannty of the best
Ri1T Q‘-‘:ﬁ meuutam
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ull creek is a stream 0
length, which enters he river fro
four miles above Austin. It is formed
spring. 'The land upon it is si nilar to the la
upon Hamilton’s and Cypress creeks. P
The Agua F'rio 1s a streain formed by ’tilm
spring in the Valle de Flores, which enters
Colorado river from the west; twe

the City of Austin. '

hundred yards from I througham]id
block of white marble—at '
11 of twenty feet, neary perpendicular.
stream 1S not MOIC than three miles 10 le )
but contains water L‘nnugh for machine

laroest kind.
thousand acres
rie and the rest heavl.
3 . \ - an
place ol extraordinary beauty
dencas——aﬂd a

delightful place for private res :
ﬁneglocation for a manufacturing establishmen'

It received the name of the Va_lle de Flores from
the thousand varieties of wild flowers which

carpet the valley. : e
The Piedernales river 18 @ - o srealt =

enters the Colorado twenty-two

City of AlIStiIl, from tho v

but Sixty-ﬁ"e: Qr S .j.E' 1! :

1Ll
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e large mountain springs,

“: 'the Colorado, it 1s diffi-

”‘ the largest stream. It has
wing through a country al-
n”,..- of elevated table land)
not more than from one to three

ndrec 5n width. These bottoms are
i athlck growth of cypress timber,
t o Bennded by perpendicular rocks, fre-
e thme hundred feet in height. "The

is gentle and smooth, and the timber may
own to Austin without Lillhwltl\

The river is composed almost entire ly of springs

and so pure and transparent is the water that peb-

blmmy be seen at the bottom 1n forty feet wa-

Aﬁer nscendmn' the rock from Ih{: CY ]jluha

we reach a rlch level musquit prairie of

‘extent. It has a great quantitly of musquit

g mcasmnal groves of live and post

considerable cedar. The country is

ly adapted to the production of stock

ﬂ‘ d produce cotton and sugar,

ty -,.; _- trar porting it to market
lg at this time.

i trom ,the Colorado, on

I : ~a¢.. he eelebra-

i_-“t.
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On the Pledarna e
of the hilly country, alme
1s filled with bees. Tha’f |
than in any country Ihave ove
country literally flows with ..:lliE‘
About eight miles above the 1ou
dernalis, Honey creek enters the Co
the east. It is a considerabie ﬁtr
about eichteen miles 1n length. Ttit
a beautifaliy rolling and well timbered coun
till it approaches near the river, when ¢ __
throuch an exteysive e bottom prame. |
toms 1n this ;mllluil Of the Lolomﬁﬂ'
gelner: 1lv about fou) miles in extenf

with beautiful and ]nclllr{"Sqllﬁ ' '-'};;f._

senerally covered with timeer. .
The I.lano river enters the

west. about ten miles above the’ no

creek. l.ike the Piedernalis, 1

large river, and hke thatstm nl

by Spll[}‘i"S It 1s aboute 13

and flows through a

country, of good watera

upon this rwer wa;ﬂ,_

timber for all

.|
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~d lead have been found upon
it has not been sufficiently exam-
*h lf’ value of those mines. 1t 1s

A farming and grazing country.
" A fow miles above the mouth of the Llano, are
th‘e, —ont falls of the Colorado. It is not a per-

' fall, but rather a succession of falls,

ndicular _
whicl': extend for about eight hundred vards.

The first fall is about twenty feet perpendicular;

svithin one hundred feet there 1s another ot ten

feet. The falls continue in rapid succession ull-

til they reach a perpendicular height of near one

hundred feet. ‘I'he bottoms here, on both sides

of the river, are wide and fertile. T'he river

above these falls has a smooth and easy current

for more than two hundred miles, and does not
appear to diminish in size.

Hunting creek 1s a stream about sixteen miles

long, which enters the Colorado from the east,

- four miles above the great falls. The bottoms

v upanltam extensive, and the land well timbered
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© thedansabais a niver of about two hundred
- Mountains; and its whole course lies between
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1s unknown. S

The Mexican tradition gives the followin:
history of the destruction of this fort: ¢ o
in a situation of great p ritv. and carrying
on an extensive trade with the Comanche Indian:
in furs, peltries, &e., and the mines yielded a
rich profit in bullion. There were ab
hundred laberers in the mines, and one hundred

soldiers for the protection of the posts—and 2
number of women, who were principally en-
caced in the manufacture of articles for the In-
dian trade. Nearly all the soldiers were out
upon an expedition, and the Comanches CAm®
down, apparently to trade, and were admitted 11-
to the fort in great numbers: There was 1ot

ore than a (ozen soldiers 0 d
At a signal given by the chief, thel
Jed weapons from und

. _:_-.;:-:- N E =

'.I T*.ji‘_ ?1?, ‘-__
PR & T

2 BPE A

d
R
]

i

CONcCeEL

fort. Theyt d ack upon

d by the women, 5,:1.& ﬁ Ty

tion occuple : S T
themall. The laborers in the MWEPE 0 g de:

dil‘GCtiOH, and _r,_ 2
patched one at a time. A0S L
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his escape, a9 V0 R
river and the waters =
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3. and suffered him o P*s
4. and as the Indians pursued,
‘wept them 0 @ cOmIOY grave.
¢t suffering, reached the
" ion of San Juan, which was, at that
Iy ich settlement upon the San

The soldiers, a few days after,
found the m:m,_,c_rled hod-

returned o the fort §nd _ _
1es of fhﬂil' c-olllpanlons, and the banks of the ri-
' Indians, and as they could

see NO marks of violence upon tnein they pro-
pounced 1t 8 miracle:” and the Tiver, from that
received the name of the “Brazos

but in the hittle

wn of this country, the name got

chaﬂged to the C'i:)h:n'ad‘r“:j wh]ch_ was 1u1‘!1n_~rl}*
IVCT——*“'}HC“ 1S a much

applied 0 the Brazos T
for “ Colorado” means

more ap mpf"late name,
red, an the Colorado 1s a Very clear stream.
This tradition is helieved by all the old Mexi-
.ans about San Antonio. The soldiers did not
ttempt ; Post, !Jut _repaired to the set-

an A 1ton1o river.

ch was used about the fort and
asitever was. It 1s as-
X ‘" Ll : :., in me nﬂr—
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landwateredby hﬁﬁ?’?
country, and almost ¢ of timt
the head of the Pasigono l:w, is
petrified forest, Whlch has attract h at

"hr‘m’ II!" ‘-. -

tention from mturallsts Horei lsa forest of seve
ral hundred acres of trees standiag, whwhm
turned to stone. This is a plain contradiction
to all the th-ory which has heretofore existed on
the subject of petrifaction. T'he doctrine ofre-
quirinz a submargation to produc: petrifaction,
is entirely disproved. And petrifactionsswhich
exist in many parts of this country show evident
marks of recent formation. T'rces swhichsare
srowing aresometimes partially changed t0Sione,
and there is n set of wagon wheels upon the up-
per Presidio road, between the Rio F'rio mﬁ
Nueces, which are !,""'Trlﬁed They are onahig
hill. and the country could not hiavebeens Gﬂ"‘
ered by water since they were left them«t_.n I'hes¢

1 ".“‘ I|I N Fe

wheels were seen by Deaf Srnlth A _

-‘ --—I'|1'_|i ._'-_ F

is, now of the first regiment IESHIEE

and several other Amerlcansr 1 “"’
The Pisapegjuona, _thﬁ Aroyo

Aqualas are the pruml al

rado above the mﬂll

--'I
.



sa esented as being
m of timber. It1s
capt in the rivers, and
r in the summer season.
lt has received the name

,i'_—"‘.'—:
715 a branch of the Malagor-
ed by Trespalamm creek. 1t enters
1* iy below Dﬂ'T-IHI.uul bar, and

3[] can enter the pass mnto Mata-
can come into this bay.

n’ﬁf “lascios 1s laid ofl l]'}ﬂﬂ the
.li'dSp{llﬂC]OS h'lV Vessels draw-
srean come within twenty feet
thls place; but owing to a th-1m e
ﬂ land on which the town 1S 10-

made no improvement.

‘ereek is about thirty miies 1n
prmmpﬂl branch of this bay. It
1 rich ai! fertile country but one
~» o Wilson’s creek 1s 1ts

S 1wo ~t-~ams there has
has l;een called ‘Tide-
: *1 water——and the

.-5_,-!'.!"-'1

Xt “r‘*iﬂ‘#’eﬁ"rt —-*- _




LA BACA BAY ANDITS TR
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T'ue La Baca bay is a branch' of the Matag
da hay. It 1s about t:wenty-ﬁv-e miles in lﬁ!lgﬂl,
and from three to six in width. It hasa general
depth of from twelve to eighteen feet water; and
any vessel which can enter the Matagor
san come into the La Baca bay withoutdifie

('ox’s Point is situated on a pointof land
the east side of the bay—it has long beena Ph"z
of deposite; where goods have been landed an
waconed to the up country. A town hﬂsmﬁf
11id off at this place, but there has beei but Iit-
tle improvement. it

[ innville is another landing; UpoR e
7 00UsS T

side of the bay, where a great Ay
bean received. It is finely SIS eSS
erce of the up country, and Wil RoC B |
place of considerable importance. t |
house for the district of L& & ¥\
Linunville. - A s |

Dimitt’s Landimg1s £
bay, on the west Sidt

.
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principal tributary
bay. Itis about one hundred
_and enters the bay with about
e rhich continues to Texana,
1O wenty-five miles from the bay.

4

*Naﬁdadis the p_rincipﬂ.l tributary of the
1,a Bacariver. It rises in Fayette county—some
of its branches extend into the county of Bas-
trop. It is about one hundred miles in length,
and has its whole course through an extensive
" pody of fertile land. i
fexana 18 situated on the west bank of the
Navidad river, six miles above its junction with
4 thelaBaca. It is admirably situated for com-
" merce,and will no doubt command an extensive
" trade. Until thenavigatluu of the Colorado shall
? mmdi Tﬂxaﬂﬂ. 1W'i“ b(.’. the INoSt i[[lI}[lrlgl]]t
point in western T'exas for the commerce of the
swestern portion of the Republic. Itis the

ounty seat of Jackson county.
_ Mustang creek s a tributary of the Navidad
fiver. It rises m Colorado county. It is about

el
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i yu

------- , and flows through a rich

el ' B
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indulating country, agreeably
woodland and prairie, until it
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nd its branches. The
tern boundary of Jackson ¢

and separates them rom

It is not navigable more than about ¢
above the mouth of the

About forty miles above a
Baca, is sitnated a neichborhood known by M

name of “Clark’s cettlement.” The lanc E
<ection is of an excellent quality; well timbere
-nd well watered, and the country mrupﬂl!?«h'

posed of 2 very

proving. The settlement 1S com :
nterprizing community of far-

industrious and e _ i
mers, and is one of the most mtelhgentlﬂd»

«pectable 1n the Republic.

The Garcitas, Aronoso, Union, .
creeks are four other branches of the L&
bay. They all rise in Victorid county-
are small, but the country wate . %
areat fertility and beauty. BN




Tue Esp

tween the

small vesse

he SAS 1rl ’'S.
Matagordﬂ and ;\Iilll,_ as bays, e
: 1t 1 »seted by @ pass; SO al
which 1t 1s conuee ,
both of c

TRI-

be-

. ) T e T
. b{t!{l" s l “"lillll h,.-'tl.:r |
jritu Santo b with

|s may pass from one to the other. It

: ; -} i]L tz;_i- l 1‘{_‘.1| 1IS

drawing

this depth may ascend to the head of

 the bay. Itisa beautiful bay, and 1s surround-
X

ed by

o

I ) | try.
| le and picturesque count. _
' lurttl.:lalupe :[md San Antonio rivers, which

‘The Gua : h its prin-
SRR ¢ e bav, are 11s
| unit just before they reach t Y P

11CO.

e odat oo river rises in the Padre Pinta

for two hundred miles, flows 1n
n 1 .-.';i.: ;.L;..‘ ¢ ™ BEIOW GD'I]ZB]ES,
it Ala
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fair to become a place
portance. It is the sea

..f,

,'_‘.f ._.'4
l

1tants. |
The country between the
1s very fertile and beautiful, and
ply of timber. Goodcottona =.f:'.;-. __
be procured in this part of
fifty cents to one dollar per acre
T"he Coleto riveris a streamo
1n length, which rises in the
and flows in a north-eastern
reaches the Guadalupe river, aiew
Victoria. It flows through
mantic country of rich land, aa D
timber for the purposes of buile
ture. It forms a portion of th
dary of Victoria county, ancs e]
Refugio and Goliad. ; i-.’i*'
Sandy creek 1s a stre: _ |
in length, which enters ;l
west, 1n ‘the lower '-'-'
The land upon 1t IS ric
Dbered. o
Peach craek
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, from the cast. It 1s
o five miles 1D length and Tumns
vary beautiful and fe rtile country.

s situated upon the castern side of
ters of a mile below

San Marcos. 1t 1s the seat of

stice O Gonzales county, and contains aboul
] hundred and fifty ichabitants. With slight
+is believed the river would be
small steam boats 10 this place.
, in the heart of a rich, fertile,

and healthy country, navigation would make 1t
one of the most impﬁrtﬂnl situations 1n the wes-
tern country. Gonzales 1s seventy-five miles
south of Austin, and about the same distance

east of San Antonio.
Kerr's and Smith’screeks are (wo small streams

which enter the Guadalupe, from the east, be-
\ween (ronzales and the mouth of the San Mar-

. COS. They flow through a fertile country.

; The San Marcos 1s a considerable stream,
, Which 18 forme by a large spring in the south-
s 3 part of Bastrof county, about six miles
il & a and San Antonio
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about threc miles bel . e

beautiful crystal stream l run
rtile and beautiful coun! ":;_’

The town of Seguin i pleasantly situate
the eastern bank of the Guad F 1 a
miles above the towh of Gonz:
place, having been settled In thﬂ fall ¢ |

It is improving rapidly; and

it will in all probablhty soon
ded. Itis thehighest settlement !

dalupe river.
The country from this

is fertile and beautifully undulating
support a dense population. Towalﬂs |

it 4s
Verde,
branches.
ihe water 18
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eied by a small
at a very inconsid-
hla would then be-

fu importance. It 1s
thy, fertile ax nd beautiful

i
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s an old Llexican town,
est side of the Nan Antmnu
ofthe old Nacocdoches and
%;a was settled about seventy-
Pwas onee a place of ¢ ronsider-
lt 18 built almost e ntire h of
f" fort and church of ore at
r v 'th the old Spaniards, llu 1r
i. W ays built so as to be readily
| It has also an old stone
ite side of the river where
bmlt The town is now 1n
yed during our revolution,
n rebuilt. This town was
d lsone of the best natural
J country. The Span-
ired no expense in 1ts for-
C brouuht it to that
ons d,ered 1mpreo'-_ﬂ_ Sk
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o Of 13 w}ﬂu-:: |
rection till ltrcnc ies the Rio
The Cibolois a rwer of f*
miles in length, which is fo m
spring, wluch bursts out of one of |
Padre Pinta mountains. It1s buta a ;;. ea
.nd in its course towards the San Antonio, re-
ceives no accession to its waters—and appears to
be larger at its head spring than any other part
the strean. 1t flows througlh & Very fertile
delichtful country, and has an abundant supply
of timber. 'The largest live oak which I have
scen in any country grows upon this river, but
there s no way of tmuaportmtr it to the coast.
Near this river just below the crossing of the
(ronzales In.tfi: are the celebrated white sulphﬂl'
springs, of bexar county. These ar€ the
beautiful H}:ll[l”‘a in the world.
of a large basin, simtlar to &
in diameter, dug out of a solidr
boils up from the bottom and runs : WS
stream. 'Lhey are surround
{ertile country;but atashorl.d ;
them is an extensive pOSt
not probably be settled for ni

furnish a great ranga

i- .
et




1l no doubt be-
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eipal tributary of the
. formed by a12rge foun-

o about eighty mi'es north-
- Sar Antono, and runs 10
_oction tiil it unites with the
~about twenty miles below the
ive valley, which 1S
San Juhan, the »e-

a, and the Poteanca.

Esiderable strearm®; and like the

by jarge fountains.

| "’tered by these gtreanis 1s one Ol
the walel 1S

g beauty and fertiiity- |
enarent, and the country as healtily

the maus

1
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h.
- and Leon are t ‘hich

he Medind from the north. The
Jese streams 1S fortile, beautiful,
d cannot be surpassed by any
extent in the world. The val-
sontained a considerable
but in the constant broils and

atracted that unhappy cout
and scarcely 2
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of the San .m
tlement made by thh
was afterwards abandon od
The San Antonio river is fi
hundred large springs in a ben
miles above the city. '\ian
would singly form a river; and
in the San Antonio, they 101'111 a bo
stream of two hundred feetin *
four feet deep over the shoalses K “-%
considerable fall, and the earhierse

ken advantage u[ it for the plll'[)O

and by means of ditches, the wates *g
heen carried over the whole e -*;
the San Antonio. The fcrtil ty
he mllmlu% of this valley ha
from 1its earliest settlementss -
passed by any country for the a
production; and the many ¢
have resided in and aboutt
eighty years, speal vol m_:;_;?f'

Sucr’u‘ and cotton wer |

valed about the GIW‘

tory was estabhﬁ

commenc.lng 1.‘-' E‘ir“;;; '_ 11
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--smce At times
wn factions and the
ot became the sport and
aches, and every petty In-

r‘bute from its citizens.—

ns tances no place ¢ could flour-

ad been declining for many

ympaigns of 1835 and 36 left 1t

ap rums It has been slowly re-

_"""“”*"’?a it will be long be-
'.*-?"i h its former grandeur.

r is built in the curves of the river
35 m Side. 1t is built almost entirely
-.I.;-:.*-lﬁ thﬁ houses so construct: od as to ln
ery readily ganverted into forts. They have flat
story high, with walls of from
Iree t n thlr'l{ne*:;q
quares are surrounded entirely by
":j buildings—and are capable
d, at the approach of an enemy

le places of defence. The

‘m lways kept a large quan-

| *sﬂ = ence of the CIt'Y but

show of strength, the wﬂd
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Two mlies and J t
the springs, there has eer
which has received the n
would be useless to say lt is

tion, for it would be hard to ﬁ __ ,.J )¢

[

Antomo that 1s not. M :
The old mission of boncentlon T}

the eastern bank of the river, two mil

below the city of San Ant(}nlo. R

been a splendid building, buthis IIOW """ y

habited by vats and owls. ‘"’-’*-::L'.

F!!l

he mission of San José 1s on the §
'i.

._jéi‘_
" the river, four miles below the clty‘
Im pe 111111 the most Sp]Blldld '

-!- .F..-...
- iy
I.:"h’lh.,-'

thic architecture among the NUMEIOUSSPECE
me na left by the early bp.-.mlsh * 20
tached to it were a college, a femalé |
and a convent. It has Slhlﬂled h”f
and more from the trespasses of
now been converted Into a lm

];0111011 of the Tex1an lloops

piace,
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BT AND ITS TRIBUTARIES.

NSAS BAY is about twenty-five miles fr_nn;
$ 0 SOUth-\VGSI, and about twelve miles

\ 'S ] hlll{.l. ‘s‘f[lllj}l ll*h. 1n
- 26 rmed by St. Joseph's 1s | |
}:olztf:f it, and the main land. It has a general

depth of from twelve to ﬁixu:un' 11.1_ft'l. but 1s f)li-
structed by 2 shoa! and range of islands which
run across the bay, over which there is not more
thanfourand a balf feet water. It has a channel
Moﬁng it with Espiritu Santo bay, ﬂlld".'.es-
~-*-""-“* boats drawing four and a half feet
“atar mav pass from the hMatagorda bay through

u Santo bay into that of Aransas; and
y the Corpus Christi bay, and with
the Lagune de la Madra and

~ So there is an uninter-
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by a heavy growth of live oak t _
several springs of clear and pure water.
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this peninsula. Itis pleaszntly sitnated, with o
good port and harbor, but owing tothe ilfienlty
of approach from the main land, except from the
south west, it is not very well sitnated-or the
country trade. It is the port of entry for the
It has about one hundred in-

Aransas distriet.
habitants.

The city of 1.arar, sifuat
<ide of the {opano pass, has-a hig
situation, and is admirably situated for the conr
merce of the up country: 'I'he harbor to At
and Lamar isthe Suné
as near the on
s about seventy-five

R R E v
il B -ﬁ'i.. |- .l‘r P !

SAS
|‘11‘ozu':.h almost
The city of Lamar ha
tants. *
Copano 15 a OWH situatcd
bay, ncat the month of Copat
high blufl, and has fﬂ
drawing seven % B
forty yards of the shOIE

e -
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healthy plaﬁq
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s and Refugio,
| clpal

0 and Melon’s creeks
enter the Aransas bay

Sl rise in Befugio county.
iters the (/o[mua bav just
pano, through a small bay
it is formed by Saco, Blan-
Sans creeks. ’]‘{1 are all
streans, and flow through
Slresaue countiy. '1'he western,
t0 the eastern coast of "f'exas.
~ clear, {Lmunfr water—Dbroken
nnd water falls, meets the waves
f"i:n the settler may enjoy all the
_;1“; up country while he is but a

the sea slhiore.

i and town of Refugio is situ-
ctlon of Riiddle and Blanco
side of the Refugio river. It
pulation o! near eicht hun-
t owing to the atter want of
muutry, it 1s now al-
ants are being made

ﬁ. better state of
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and Chiltipine creeks.
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beautiful streams, and HOW |
similar to that watered by the N

its branches. T
A large portion of the country watered U
e

these streams is prairie, but it has a sufiicie

quantity of timber for agricultural purposs
ryt 1 - a dat &
[he whole country abounds in live oak, and A n
| 18
L]

all probability, an extensive commerce In
timber will he carried on from the Aramaﬂd
Copano bays. _ ; &
The land upon this bay and ltgtﬂbutaﬁﬁls
verv fertile, and equal to any land 1M the country
for the production of cotton m}d sugar. 9
Viexican inhabitants used to cultwate_latge'fl““ t
‘ of a light kind, simﬂ&fl“to'th“

tities of tobacco, ]

| ¥

eed in the manufacture of Havana seg“i
s
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ISTI BAY AND ITS TR
" BUTARIES.
*’Chnstl bay 1s about f'{'}rt}; mailes
puith, and thirty miles from east to

ssonnected with Aransas bay by a

ﬁf six feet w aler, and connected

iy Corpus Christi inlet over the bar
S seven feet water. Itisentirely

"—"--:: with clear water and lnﬂh

the most beautiful bay 1n the

. 1s about forty-five miles In
m two to fourin breadth. Itis a
m:h rich land, but destitute of

tec at the mouth of Nueces
of C rpus Christi bay—and
fm;r I_eet water.
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It 1sa

small boats to San Patricio

lllll

deep narrow

the country is at present, entir
habitants. A

]
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Palestine and Grayson &
have been laid off upon the vest sl
Christi bay. 'They are both beauti
but all which has been done in the
provement 1s to sive thema na o o

Qan Patricio 1s situated about forty
< Christi bay—it is on the north
river, and one of the most beautiful 8
he found in any country. [t was ¢
colony of Irish late n the fall of 189=
lation consisted of three hundred 1

rect from lreland, and T
e out

e

Corpu

came dl
antil the revolution brok
speaks volumes in favor 0
country—a death never occurred
T hose peop\e came direct 1rom 4
tled at a place below the twen
north latitude, and not @ jea
them. San Patricio
inhabitants—it :

of its exposed siiua
* b

-
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BUTARIES. 10

s andll
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ir homes. Cotton planted
18 m IS growing yet—Iit was
m't staple green seed—1t 1s
y of sea island cotton.

"Ea clo to the mouth of the Rio
fbordering upon the river, and for

enty mlles upon each side of it
vabout San Patricio. Itis a {]P(‘p
"f’" and unsurpassed by any land 1n
1.‘ ‘the cultivation of {Hltﬂll and Su-
;nver would be naufmhle for small

3

S; n Patricio, and with a little mriwm e-
!r'ﬁw* smouth of the Rio Frio. It is the
ﬁ iSing country in Texas, on account
of 1 |'= 5 :
tensive m

tlrely destitute of I]lLH, and the ex-
qu lt prairies afford the best pasture
diIn these prairies it is not uncom-
! fifteen hundred to two thousand
"“drove- some of them are animals
;.. and great speed. 'They
g herds of wild cattle, but buf-

go far to the south.
prmmpal branch of the
' the north. It rises in
| and runs in nearly a
I8 & out one hun-
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Most of them rise in
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LEI ’lata >TEeeKS are
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the Madina, and the Rio F'rio, an

tensive and fertile country,
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destitute of timber. The Arroya Saco isits re
motest branch—it rises in the Valle de la Verde

which is formed by two considerable ranges of
the Piedra Pinta mountains. T'hiS valleyis one
of oreat fertility and beauty: it 1S about twenty-
five miles in length and from four 10 ten-ii
width. These mountains were thought by the
Mexicans (o be extremely rich in minesofSgoid
and silver, and it is said by the oldin!mbltants__of
ST _.".I]llﬁ‘}l.li!_'} that tlley were once wrapght ?lﬂl]h
oreat profit; but owing to the depredau$8 ﬂ-‘Thz
indians thevy were entirely ab&ﬂdﬂﬂ_ e

“bout the foot of the MOUNIAINSEEEE

country : me
the valleys is generally well timbe_a__,'_--_l

The other branches of the Rio it i
[.acuna., the Leona, the 5‘ i
de Uvaldo. They all have extCHSis
rich land, but the uplands :l
are gcnera.lly rocky sj .

The Arroya de o
valley known by the B
Uvaldo. It is forme!

11K
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e
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ch water every porticn
ile contains sixteen
sand emht hundred and

and and, |l|~..L the I'-]]s"
de::crllltd bv Johnson, is sur-
Gcesmblc mountains, into whici
-'L'*f: passes. 'I'hey are so cus iy de-
‘Colonel Uvaldo, a [f.nla! ofiicer

:. _g_ = valley derives its name, defe l'fimi

fwenty soldicrs for more than a week,

t the attack of five hundred Comanches,

a qulshed them. After entering the vai-
lmpclSSIbl(, to conceive of a more roman-

1d dehg]ltiul situation: you look arou Inl Ol11
SIde and see the ruggeed battlements of na-
__ frownmn' in gloomy ¢ ”‘l’lIldLill over the fiow-
‘elad prairie, which is traversed inevery direc-

on by the purest streams of crystal water; the
ks of which are lined with timber so regu-
that it appears to have been planted by the
ot man. The land is of extraordinary

* a wou]d produce sugar and cotton,
necessaries of life in great abun-

E: afford the greatest fa-

%ﬁ’. valley contains a

. ,L.af 3 “m the

.'r:'_ 1: Y t? hl‘
"""_‘-} _

-.--h
.\'l'\-
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creeks are three small streams w
Corpus Christi bay west of the n
Nueces. 'They all run through a fertile body
musquit prairie land, which is almost entire
destitute of timber. In travelling over these ex-
tensive prairies, the eye is only relieved by the
immense herds of wild horses and cattle whi
are forever 1n view.

THE LAGUNE DE LA MADRA AND ITS
TRIBUTARIES.

: Jlow
" - - " ls & lou Bhﬂ
[LacuNE DE LA MADRA gthewest’

sound, formed by the main land upimiﬂ eightY
and Padras island upon the east L ' width
miles in length, and from four tl:lSlIm man
It is generally very shallow, haﬂﬂg
places not more than from saflet
inches water, but has a NarroW SFEC e g
the main land of about thT€t &
ter. It 1S th_e best fishery =
when the wind blows
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| rds but 111d1ﬂermt naviga-
| 1boats
g [’ n extremity, however there is an
by the name of the Brazos sSantiago,
,,,,, ) 1 even feet over the bar and aflords a
_f;'_l-'_;.‘_._}"_H. harbor within. Most of
mtended for Matamoras are landed at
and wagoned to the city, which is on-

ly‘ ... mlles distant.

Tﬁm 182 narrow neck of land between the

bay fthB Brazos Sﬂlltl’lﬂ‘o and the Rio Gr: nde.
It wouldcombme all tl]L advant: 1wes of the har-
bor and thenavwatlon of the river, and wq 1L";I
be a most ﬂdl‘ﬂlrdble situation for a commercial
city.

The San Gertrudes is a stream of fifty miles
in length, which rises 1n the large prairie west of
the N :wﬁ;; oras road, and runs in an eastern di-
‘“ ) Iaaches the lake. Its whole course
? h musquit prairie, which is en-
tlmber, except musquit and a
*'*t oak, ash and hackberry,
: stream The water of

1d m the summer season

Eﬂt

A

lake of pm'e- i
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but the country 1s 1
A few miles south of th
ces a sandy barren ridge, ki
the Wild Horse desert. It exter
nearly one hundred miles inland,
to sixteen miles in width. Itcon
vegetation, except a COurse sedge gras
live onk bushes. 1t is so perfeCtiysstel
that it has even been deserted by n 4‘ |
tiles, and In passing over it the traveller s
meets with a living thing.
Abouttwo miles south of this desert, and.
edoe of on2 of the mMOSE beautiful and J€rt
prairies 1 Texas 1s the ce|ebrated.§_,; it
which has for more than a century SUPFECE
northern Mexical States with salt. ; |
mile and a half 1 length and hall
[t is formed entirely by
t that a DUs

i r
]
B
2 5
aif i

one
width.
the salt crystalizes SO fast D
y be londed from 1t and 10 WS
annot be told from |
The bottom of the lake 1s COVEIR
one to seven feet 10 thickness—

he supplied from this lake, ¢

the quantity. It forms I

the best kind of Pt > allt
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tlements about the
y all deserted; but hun-
a.nuually for the purpose
t would afiord one of the
emland trade of Mexico in
his lake is surrounded by the
counlry In the world, and the
, deer, and elk resort to it in
13 slmy-ﬁv e miles fron: the Bra-
fharbor, and eighty from the Corpus
_f ;rty miles from the coast on the
@ Madra, and thirty-nine miles from
80 There are other salt ]akes In
-"; s but no other where the salt
| mlf m any great t]IILm[Im S b -
pmlne extends from this lake to
e.
lorado IS a salt water river of six-
in lencrtla which rises in the prairie
e%alt lake, and runs in an eas-
n ll it empties into the southern
4 ne de la Mudrﬂ near the har-

S | uago It ﬂnws through a

Vild Horse descrt, there is
and south of ituntil you

s al La musqmt prai-
t A wﬁ" s dg
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sprmrr out of the

flac. They’*‘..‘. oeners
thickness— from %
width and twelve feet I
those leaves springs l‘l]‘)
thirty feet in height, wht
the ground throws off bran
ciohtecn inches in length to 1
fn the spring of the year, t ,_
branches are covered with a's

white {flowers.
'I'lie Spanish palmetto, also rea

dinary height and beauty. 'Th

thousand varicties of nameless w

.i L
. "k
.'!‘r

l“_ oL
e
.._. .

bery, and the more unobtrusi lo

carpet the prairie, render :
teresting countries in the Worl’ b4
creat varieties of wild fruits 9
1o be met with in this coun
that the country betweerl &
Grande, with the exceptio

sert, 18, (as hich as the f_-___
couutlv more than al 1

best cotton and sp.,__. I CO

"""'E :;_'._




RIO GRANDI.

,.a'r

de,or Rio del Norte, forms the

b undary of Texas. Itrises in the
Rocky mountains in ;f_‘;,.n..-;.-r__. the
:;; nd degree of north latitude, and
-westem direction unti 1 }: cnters
¢ico at ﬂbﬁ[]t'h“[”ullif sixth f]r-
tltl'lde. It 1s Li”[ll!lll nundred
bt owing to its great rapidity
ners b]e rapids, it is of very little use
W ve Laredo, situated about two
308 thP coast "T'o this place, a
tal{en by Capt. Austin, but
uon of the Mexican people
f the government to ancient
dered off the river. An epi-
? e river about the time
nc the muleteers {eared

_ ,.__Fhole pga n

1
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the mouth of ae'::‘i 3.
1s the seat of gw
of "Tamaulipas, and
inhabitants. "1--:
A town located upon the 1
ritory of T'exas, on the pe“
river and the Boca Chica, wou
Letter situation for commerc.EF
bine all the Lulhmtdﬂ‘es of tha rl
bor of the Brazos “sﬂnuaﬂ'o. ',
should af L[lm place have a st 'C
tion, and it would be one of the
commercial }ml 1ts in the Repu
i nosa, Camargo, Mier ﬂ“
Mexican lowns_upon the south
Grande, beloal ,.nredo.. The}rﬁ_.
much Hulnll[;lllf "“here ﬂIﬁ"
upon the north 51(]0 Of the l'l?'
Ilm" 1s there any g oreat dlff&l’&ll
appearance of tht, coantryt {
tion of the valley of the Rl
LLaredo 1s a town upon
Rio Grande, at the Crossir
and Saltillo road It lﬂnr
the coast, and at tk [
contains Ltbout ==1x i

% .‘:-"-‘_
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41 mtlon, and will be a

ortance. 'I’he population is
-a n.n, but 1s favorubly dis-
nntry
o road, the country between
,-. Rio Gmm'u becomes more
and bcventy-lnL or cizhty miles
Sntainons. 1But the valle y on the
z very fertile.

s de Rio Grande .5::-'. a Mexican
ior clﬂ'hly miles above Laredo, on
ves bank of the river. if has been
BMers of nearly all the robbing par-

:;E,- annoyu_l our westiern IEHI,Lif_;r

- 8 HHIEQ 111)(]1L the Y’residio de Rio
r er receives the Puerco from the
uch the llll'ﬂl“»l, tributary of the
being more than five hundred
ltml one hundred yards in width

I untalns near Santa F'é, and
hern direction tillitunites with

s whole course lies through
valley of from twelve
1, e - uncommon fertility,

a ver j__ danse ) op -.'::

el Y
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t 1ckly settlec ﬁi n
inhabitants are nearl Mexi
harmless and mﬁﬂ'enswe \
runs up the bank of the river to Sa En"' ‘e, which
is one of the remotest settlements 11 on the river.
The trade of this country will be immer ;?:f" N
the whole of it will come to this Republic. 1
shall not attempt to give even the names of the
numerous towns and villas upon this part of
the river—most of them are mere hamlets, and
contain not more than two or three families.
Sibilleda, Xacales, Valencia, Alberquerque, San
Diego, and Santa Fé are the principal ones.
The valley of the Rio Grande, above the mouth
of the Puerco, contains a populatlon of three

hundred thousand souls.
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‘ND BOUNTY SEATS

.__;j;; Pexas is divided into thir-
BRhe following are their names,
the county scats.

Neals.
]31.'*:!11:1!:":1:1.
Jasper.

Milam.
Dan Augustine
t"*]1* Hl ville.
Harrison.
Clarksville
Fannin.
(Gialveston.
Laberty.
Croclett.
Nacogdoches.
Houston.

, Montgomery

ra kl].n.
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I LEFUGIO,
GorLiAp,
BexAR,
SAN PaTrIcro,

GLENERAL REMARKS.

TExAs contains more rich cotton and sSugar
land than all of the United States put togelhar,
and the climate is decidedly more favorable.—-
C ﬂ"tfm may be ilidlllu’l from two to three weeks
carlier in the spring than it can in MiSSISSIppEs
u d the picking season in the fall cmltlntl&smlwh_
later—the soil 1s much more productive thanthe:
best Mississippi or Louisiana land: andthﬂ Wﬂ-
ter may reasonably calculate upon sas :s. .
third more than he could in those statea. ;

Hands may be supported in 'I‘cxas
cheaper rate than they can in any
United States. Besides cultwatl g
than they can save, they can se
than can be consumed npon

i-._
bt k]



- that horses and mules,

sca celv cost the planter a mo-
Eth ey lkeep fat atall scasons of the
llmurmnt prairies, and it is the
faultlfhe has to purchase any thing
aaf his plantation; &500 invested 1n
Bupportftplﬂnt'mon of fifty negroes
a 8 the inducements less ilattering to dt{,
o has to depend upon the labor of his
ds. Our rapidly increasing pe Inltl.itmt‘
e abundant market for grain, cattl

L

and hogs: and if that m ket should ever fail, we
can, more C‘lSl\‘jr than any {*U“ T countiry, .~~1£1};}ly
the Wthe West India marcet.

Lands th&t W’Ullld COS51 {rom nve dollars to
BRthe United States, can herc be purchased
at i mtwemy-ﬁvc cents to i 11 dollars per acre,
wnd dlsputcd titles given. But persons wisi-
f c lrrmtc to this co: tn should not pur-
( camd lands 1n HLL L“nt d States, nor
that are located, unlicss it 1s (rom an
wlmm he has the utmost confi-
ven then, the best way will be to
y, seeL, examine and purchase
erson who will pursuc thlﬁ_
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the country, Wlthnulﬂ < -_

'*-C’ 1H_-. .

tion is the most 1
the country. But mos
posed to depredations frﬂr 1
much so as to restrain oneof ur
but it might restrain persons who
acquainted with the character of T
But we have a portion of terrltory
miles in lencgth and more than two h
breadth 1n which there 1s no more dmpm
Indian ditficulties than there is in the Atiantic
States of the North American union. But I shall
sive a more extended account of the differentiin:
d“m tribes 1n its proper place.

Persons emicratine from the United Statescan
brine as many neoro slaves with them assthey
wish, and hold them upon the Same term that
they held them in the slave holding Btﬂtﬂﬂﬁﬂw
union. But it is the only country from
they can be introduced; and the law
evaded by indenting the slaves to th
who emigrate from any other countrys
cannot be intreduced into this wﬁ_ﬁ_;_.-
other way but as slaves—and con
could not come as apprentlcea (¢
of years.

A free negro cannot evel j

A .rr"" ;
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'very rarely extended.

h in the country has

more than five or six ne-

tained good characters, and

| nt services to the country

jon ; and for them the privilege

with great difficulty. But {iree

from every country, are put upon

+ no tedious naturalization laws

and whether the emigrant is from

States, Kurope, or other countrics, 1

hlte person, he can hoid land, and

*5. all privileges ol c itizenship, when

al'ed his intention of becoming a ¢ 1t1-

amed within the limits of the ! u Hub-
X months.

pvernment is similar to the government

nited States—except ours 1s a consolida-

! of a confederated republic. Our

| well organised, and the administra-

ls as certain as it is in the United

llsh common law, modified by

actmn both in crlmmal and

3.‘-&

Sl h

_l.

a ,f pubhc is much Dbetter
d 1 I.he peaple of the
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tmd horses, mu]es,
with great profit in evcry pa
Peaches, plu.nbs, aprlcots and | f
1pon every portion of the country—

lemons upon the coast, and apples im
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OFFiCE2S OF GOVERNMEN IS

Mirabean 3. Lamar, President ﬂfthBROI)llb]lC-
David G :j'iI'ii-'T._ Vice President.

[ ]lr ! .‘.-I'- f:ll'“{_.:-ﬂ;]il: :“. f'];. ltlly Ot Stﬂtcr

James 11, Starr, Sec retary of the Treasury.
Brancn 'E. Archer, Scerelary OfF SN
Louis P. (lonke, Se al-tl; of the Navy.

fames VWebb, Atlorney General

John Luca Jonc ': .. “‘-;uh:i NMaster General.
Asa Lnsham, 'L'reasurer
Yoiin 1’ _E:;“}“{:J'rl 1‘-. ommis’r (u:CIl’l of
Charles Jason, iVirst Audion. |
Muszrove fovans, feeend fmdltﬂt’.
e W sHLmn IS, C O.ﬂnnﬂiler.
Huz:h mcm,.s.l, A tant 'md
- Wilhain G, Cooke (»lu arie
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*"* - Gen’l Subsistence.
ure reon General.

7, Comm’ner of Devenue.
tmsr to run boundary line.
urveyor 8¢ Fii

Clerk L {

REP-"E COURT.

EME CouRrT 1s to be holden annu-

eat of government, and commences
ne Monduy in January. Itiscomposed
Jllstlce and the Judges of the Cir-
as assoclate Justices.

OFFICERS

Rutk, Chief Justice.

*. Gray, Clerk.
ﬂ.Horton Reporter.

| ‘ _ CUlT COURTS
L ls divided into seven judicial
akes it necessary that each
S0 ome placp within his own
is alist of the Judges
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tﬁ&n,
in the i m ot 1
days of March { L- :
two weeks. "'%.-;,;.
In the county of Montg
NMondays after the imlr
and October, and may conti nt
in the county of Harris 011;
after the fourth Mondays of m
and may countinue till the =-u- S

o T
. - s
'l. ;

SECOND DISTRI(..
p

I3raz UlI:l IFort IJLl]d Auﬂtlﬂ, f_'-
»[L 1"11[{|;| :
T'he District Court for Mata.g
Le holden on the first Mondays

(October, and may continue IW -ﬁ
in I ‘ort Bend on the second .
four.h Mondays in March a!;
continne two weeks.
In Austin on the fourt
{ourth Mondays of Mam at
continne one week.
in Colorado ont 1€
{ourth Mondays 11 .
continte tll llw us

1 #
....
- Iu-
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RD DISTRICT.

T

, Robertson, Miilam, Fayette, Bas-

et Court for Washingten shall be
he first Mondays of March and Oc-
'!:,_._:‘:Ii continue three weeks.

Brtson on the fourth Mondaysof Marclh
r, and may eontinue two weeks.
Wilam on the second Mondays after the
r: in :\i;]_n_f[] :mt_l (_!L'[H]H_!]': and l'llft}?'
e one wecek. | | ‘

g F;* on the third fﬂu!tnil}-’ﬂ after the
th Mondays in March and October, and mav
ontinue one weel. _

" In Bastrop on the fourth T\Tﬁnfl:!}'ﬂ alter the
#th Mondays of March and October, and may
nue two weeks. | -

& county of Travison the second Mon-
or the first Monday of the term at Bas-
| may continue till the business is dis-

-
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e 21 Victoria, Refugio,
. Jackson, ictoria, ll )
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Iu Gollad
and October, and on!
days. “‘;5';-
In San Patricio on the
the fourth Monday' of s-~;_.,_ |
may continue six days.

e

FIFTH DISTEI g i

--u'
..-.'

vﬂ..
_|".‘

[ouston, Nacogdoches, San Augu st
The district court for Hauston
den on the third Mondays of Febl'[l I
oust, and may continue two Weekﬂ-@r
In Nacozdoches on the second
the third ‘]nmllu,% of March and SB
may continue three weeks. 'h
In San Augustine oi the fourth A
March and mepmnbor and may cor
the business is disposed of.

:g"

SIXTH DISTR 1c

Jefferson, Jasper, Sabin .5,;..7-,_: '
"The district courts fﬂ
shall be holden on ? __

':{i‘_l
f!ﬁ“ ..{.J;.'l_ i

IRy

- s




| ﬂ atinue in session two

Mondays after the fourth

a 1 September, and may con-

H.ia third Mondays after the

" March and September, and

Weeks

0!1 the fifth Mondays after the

s in March and Septumln . and
1€ U tll the business is tllRpUSL{] of.

_'-E‘FENTH NDISTRICT.

led River, Fannin.
1 ourts for the county of Harrison,
yon the first Mondays of March
and may continue two weeks.
°r on the fourth Mondays of March
r may continue four weeks.
ﬁfth Mondays after the fourth
and Seplember and may con-
1ess is dlsposed of.
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E INDIAN TRIBES.

ComancuEs.— The principal tribe of Indrms
in Texas is the Comanches. 'They reside
the north-western jortion of the temtur;;ﬁ a
prednlory, wandering life may be called a resi-
dence. ‘The wlln':.. tribes number about twenty
thousand sou'!s: of these, not more than five
thousand ever visit the territory of ‘T'exas; and
not more than fifteen hundred reside south of
the Red river. Of the latter, there are about
four hundred warriors—the rest are women,
children, and old men.

They are a wandering race, having no settled
~ residence, but following the buffalo from place
| to] lace. they do not pretend to cultivate the
| 8 j, derwe their support from the buffalo,

‘what ey can steal from other people. As
and mtegmy they know not the
*_}_'_' = tiey are a nation of rob-

it ,af me mnrder a man for
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Mo, T
They thmk m oue
thy than valor; and if ;'*1-;., 3
dered in his sleep, the author o
cains more glory than if he ha d ta
open combat. A single traveller
to keep fifty of them at bay, and mak
by presenting his rifle when they ad -.'-.
him; but they will attack any num er:
come alarmed and attempt a flight.
they have destroyed a few of our peoj
there is not an instance on record in Wh
have kiiled even one man, who facedthe
"Their attacks are oenc Iu“’i,r made on hO ﬁ“
and 1n the open 1:1111111., A Oonlnnchel&
in a rout—but a great coward il & cha w-
will never fight if there be any sl
running: if hemmed, like other wild cast
will some times figh tdespu‘ately
'1'hey have never been known toa

the solitary house of a settler, and th

is gene rally confined to the qteallngf
cattle. They steal slyly into the se

the dead of night, and take such pro]
can get off with impunity, al;l Ak
time, they come Qacross nu}
mflke no scmple to mur

no distinction of nauo in the

iy «;-t.--'-
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AN TRIBES.

1l e
Pl

pean, American, Mexican, or""'
If an unpmtected traveller
"band of Comanches, they v.ill re-
adly ; but the first opportunity they
murder him in his sleep. Ifan un-

a lor 1s shipwrecked, and thrown upon

| _Z he only escapes the dangers of the
o meet a more certain fate from those
savan'es
e in a state of open war w 1111 them, our
ie gettlementmmr In no danger : -they then
C{JHSE(]IIDH(‘( s and k eep al a tll“« tance.
have made hundreds of treaties with the
AN government, which have not been ob-
as long as the parties were :-1;_;u.1:-_{ the 1n-
38, In the year 1829 or 30, four treaties
a.de and violated, at San J\mmnu by the
hBS in one week’s time—and the expres-

48 faithless as a Comanche treaty,” has
nto a proverb in that country. Nor 1s
-'_ ‘experience less instructive upon this

more than three years, a Comanche
een upon our fmntler-——but at last
efs ventured into San Antonio, to
"‘-‘? 'h y were received with kind-
sed with presents A few 0f tmt‘.
thﬁll' "tm o-their ..




"memﬁ e ha
menced Lap

cans, who wsuedt elr ¢
the purpose of trading, and ot
try, fell a sacrilice to lhelr
city, and were inhumanly r mur

Shortly after they met Wllh '
Mr. Campbell on the Medina-
ery profession of friendship, an
nor Campbell, suspected II'EIICIIE
(‘:Lm}}lu 1l received a fatal stab in®

.1;11 (11"r a scvere one 1in }HS
Wounded as he was, he pl{“(,med
sixty of the craven w retehes were
f,':t;.ll.*:i'i (‘ace retreated 5111\1.’]1' :"Jr
presented to the Indians, and Jolleas
panions who ware four miles off. -._"‘--

The aflair at San Antonio followeds

or November. and ten of our Iclln
victims in one day—and yet i H
treatics and fmudly relations w
even the Comanches. But tlle r*
arriving when a change was“
policy of this rrnvernment in 1
atlairs.  And dnrmu' the
the winter of 40, lhey
volunteers, and re,, ars
on every occasmnv. |
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¢DIAN TRIBES.
lerness, and scarcely a depre-
s committed upon our {rontier.

=t

“acain they tried recourse to a treaty,
hinkine that species of fraud and deception
hich had so often succeeded would again avail:
r people bad grown wisc by experience,
and the President had given orders to have two
companies of regular troops 1o attend tke (alk.
A few of their chiefs had been 1n, several times,
and promised to bring in the whole of their tribe,
and all the American prisoners, preparatory to
making a treaty. On the 19th of March, 1840,
a party of sixty-five made their appearance in the
city of San Antonio, but only brought one Amer-
ican prisoner, a Miss Lockhart, who was 1m-
mediately taken from them and placed with an
American family. Sheis a very intelligent girl
of about thirteen or fourteen years of age, and
exposed their whole secret to Colonels Wm. G.
Cooke, and Hugh McLeod, who had been depu-
tised on the part of this government to conduct
the treaty.

She stated that there had been several other
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rerican prisoners (women and children—they

~ never spare the lives of men) a few days before
¥ rted in—and that they had been sent off

camp—-that if they procured a large
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they h&d—ﬂlﬂ.ﬁ 5':&
tribe. This, from the
Miss Lockhart was known
the Indians were informed of‘th
admitted it, but only offered new p ses
Lt. Col. Flsher had been ordered to h ve th
companies of regular infantry under h
mand in readiness, and they had been mare Tt "
up to the council house. e
T'he Indians were then told deﬁmtwely that
thf,y would be detained as hostages, till all the
'T'exian prisoners were brought in. ‘I'he Indians
knowing their guilt, dreaded the consequences,
and made a [111101,13 charge at the door. Capt.
Howard whose company was formed in-the
front of the house was attacked at the door
by the chief Mue-war-rah, who inflicted upon
him a severe wound in the side. The lndian;
while endeavoringto kill Capt. Howard, was BhOt
down by the sentinel. 35
At the same time, the Indians, who were1
rear of the house, made a furious attackn 1416
company of Capt Redd. Capt. Howard, on ac-
count of the severity of the wound ‘t?’ ich
received, was relieved by Capt.
tlme, our troops only attempted ta rey
ans’ charge, but at last the ord
The order was obeyed w:l 1 SUC
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»( them succeeded | In making

the city. Those were follow.

* of the Ist. regiment cavalry,

ltlzcns, and all Killed exeept a

lcan, who succeeded in m: \king his

y-hve were killed, and thirty, most-

=and ehildren and old men. were ta.

.__ff 50 Thus terminated the jast treaty

Hld cver be dl[LIIJ}_Ju d to be made w 1[11

r9 [OHS race,

jaeour side was licutenant William

-:‘;m: s Judee Hood, of San 'U'. nio:

I-_..;i*;,g homp&m] of Houston: Mr. C ayce, of
: _‘m ceounty; and threc ptn ales, ey

_ g Ld]}lﬂllh (10 oree 4 B ” ywWard and

G&Idwell Lic ‘ut. l rlu mi \ T'homp-

C ;'L“{*.:ll::,

___son, Messrs. IIr,f_:: rmbutlmm. Carson,

tlme that the Comanches went in

ty at San Antonio, a party came in
:, A the vicinity of the city of Aus-
two labormn' men at a little dis-
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ar anatmn of cannibals,
-:gh0 falls mto lhell',_ g
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701 O brav.-: m 'ﬁ“ e bred
ferocity of his namre.*" ‘But
woman, or even take her li ife
They in turn: beat their female chi
utmost severity; and are the ;..; _
of the unhappy prisoners who may
fall into their hands.
Carancarvas.—The Camncnh 1 l e
band of Indians who reside on the W "-.;"jiﬁ,"_
tion of the coast—and are generally foune
the L.a Baca bay or the Aransas.
once been a very powerful nation=
more celebrated for their bravery than ny
tribe of the south-western Indians; butta
tinued wars with Mexico and the wild
and the early American settlers of tlm
have reduced them to a mere handful
spirits have met with a correspondlng
They do not now number more than
souls, with twenty-five warriors. ]t
that they have for the last eight years
any depredations upon this co ;:
have become quite useful to lh _
in procuring venison, fish, vl
furnish them in great abund

-.-l -

wandering tribe of z ”i-i_;??lj" |
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1 fy—ﬁve or eighty warriors.
1in our settlements and profess

L

-

and if they get a chance to b[{’m they are
relﬂ avall themselves of it. There has been
B,ﬂng and deadly feud between them and the
Comanches, and they never meet but as enemies.
They are cuubequultlv entirely dependent upon
the uldlllgence of the white ]umlm but neither
{ear nor nterest can restre aln them from their na-
wmral inelinations of theft and plunder. All of our
north-western Indians are cannibals; and human
flesh isnotonly devoured as a relicious ceremo-
ny, but frequently as a substitute for other food.

|, oul people, and have rendered some
Y ) our wars against the wild Indians.
Y i “natural proneness to steal, will mani-
) i‘ 1S "f whenever they have a uood opportu-

Lipans.—The Lipans are the most intelli-
#allt. arld respectable of all the native Texas In-
S, _f_:_',-tllat Is saying but very little in favor of
eir reputs on. The tribe is about one hun-
7 in numbcr with about sixty-five or
jors. 'l‘hclr aeneral residence is
t l;hey have been for some

this couutry against the
L the Indians of this cour
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aage in war; but h.we

to the more warlike tllh |
them to seck a refuge .unonﬂ' e whi
But they have no objection tn ﬁte i
sion at which they arc pmtlc,uhrl?

Towacanies-—A small tribe h
Pecan bq lyou, a branch of the ﬂiOl‘ﬂdﬁj
that river from the east, about SIXLY mll
lm falls. 'They take tae ir name from '1
nie, a disafteete d Comanche chief, whow
cd about thirty years bhacls. 'l‘he wlm

1uts to about five hundred, with periiaps

lred warriors. ‘They, llh their aﬂ

ation of thieves dll:l mhbﬂﬁ ‘llld

LI1Cl1 ii.":.-.-r% N0 CcCOollragc has 11]]1’1[‘1‘1\’0(1
separation from the ( ‘omanches. Slea
is their principal business; and to he l
1s looked upon as the hichest aceol
among them. Their depwduwn
mostly confined to the country borderil
Colorado and Brazos rivers. ~;.':~“
the house of even a single _,,.h
themselves with the n'lmdﬁ - ol
traveller, and the ‘ileﬂhl aof

ata trcaly has be.cu nade ¥
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1coes 1nhabit the comltry
‘E= s above the falls. They
the Colorado, and some-
as the Trinity river. "1 hey
'h of the Comanc hes, who hrw:t
o that nation, carrying with them
:a duplicity tml treachery. They
ut four hundred and (i fty *-qua W 1;11
hlmdwtl warriors.
PIC‘T&, OR Toweasnrs—Reside on
gthiey are sometimes in the United
gometimes 1 "l'exas. ''hat portion
'%ﬁ WlllCh 1!51[:-; '{]tl.w counurv -'I;":l'!!j'“l"ﬂ
ree hlllldl ad souls, with sixiv or seven-
'T10TS. 11(:}-' are 111 .'|i|:.:ri.r"!.‘- with the
:-:'5”:! S, and tieir depredations are
( nﬁned [ﬁ I}IL Lupper 3razos country
bes already ﬁ')f}]ull of, compose IIIP

i ,...,

e
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igth of the native Indians of Texas,
‘,- thousand Appachies, who re-
pthe Rio Grande, so far removed
sments. that they never visit them.

'-'I.F. -

IKEES AND THEIR TWELVE ASSO-

e Cherokees and their twelve
'l ,,trlbes from the United

he bhemkecs, Shaw-
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Colane
nominal hcad :mEl Hroan
was a shrewd and inte
seotchman and his motlle
and possessed much more inte
other member of any of tha i
oreat excrtions to procure a
they occupicd, to the different trib
ertions were llOt attended Wlﬂl
just before the Texian revolution bro
Mexican covernment determined to'k
pcople of the colony of "I'exas, and'kn
ter means than to llhth use Ot the l
that purpose. 'I'hey therefore held e
ments that they might at a fature .?‘
them a grant to the land they occupie

arant was not perlected at the time thB*
IJIH]u out. ":*-.

But the oppressions of the Me:u 1
ment had reached such a llewht an 5*
sition of the colonists had beca_h
that the people of this country W
strained either by Mexwan invasi
depredations; and on the sixtee
1835, the delegates of the
sultation at San Fehpe ’F :
not clothed with plenary
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T rpose of devising what could
or .e use of the colonies. The diffi-
jowever, appeared to thicken, and the
_ n from the nccessity of the case, as-
lmast unlimited power.

-Lﬁ:t- u Snm Houqton, who was a member of
f:"# body, set forth the claims of the Cherokees
ar :' the twelve associate bands in the strongest
light; and procured the passage of a pledge to
them that they should be secured in all the lands
which they had held under the Mexican govern-

ment. "I'he consultation appointed Gen. Sam
Houston and John Forbes, of T\drm_:.:lm_hr;t', to
hold a tréaty with the Cherokees and their afore-
sald twelve associate bands, who met Col. Bowls
and Big Mush, and some others on the part of the
Indians on the 23rd day of February 1836, at the
Bowl’s village, and entered into a formal treaty
with them. By this treaty the Cherokees and
their associate bands received a fee simple title
_._'to all the land lying “west of the San Antonio
| Toad, and beginning on the west, at the point
- where the said road crosses the river Angeline,
"’if?gw lntﬁ up said river until it reaches the

8 ﬁrst large creek, below the grea
age, empt'ymtr mto the said mrer
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h-east—thence runmng with said
1 sou .3;-*‘_%.;;:'_:‘15' d _ om theng:e a d
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lst of March ﬁr:ﬂ

our independence, and .
the Mexican army and the expuls
part, soon followed; and pe ‘“
throughout our border. Gen. Sam n.
elevated to the presidential chau'
tollowing, and all the weight ofex |
ence was brought to bear in favor of ’w“
kee treaty, but the deep settled oppositie
country was too manifest, and it was
rejected on the 16th day of Dec., 1837,
senate 5 1N secre L session. -ﬁ.
In the me an time the conduct of the
was not calculated to hlllin,r the prqudlces
already existe rl acainst them; and constanta
m"ul murders existed upon our easteriiuil ;'-
wnd though the Cherokees were crenerally :
enough to fix the depredations upon others
it was believed by many of the eastert L pe
that they were our punmpal enemies
quarter. But the president cea.aed 16 e 'f"
ertions in their behalf—and used e
in his power to induce the rrovem
the treaty and secure to them thel
his exertions were unavalh . at
ment steadily refused to 1 ify




" they oc: ""u'pled.
~ The Cherokees, in the mean time, were carry-

mgdnanerrocmt on with the Mexican covern-
ment atd had come to an acrecment l)‘i, which
they were notonly to have the [n;muw
of in the treaty of the tw enty-third of Fe

1885, but the whole territory of T

spoken
l)llldl‘,,
exas, if I]]GU’

COll[d suceeed n dirij?rrh INg the Am IeTICAalL
population. They form **:I‘ O (reaty with the
pexican government Ly whic they were to
fakkeone united effort for the destruction of this
Cﬂuﬂfl'}r. 'I'his fact 1S IF». n of 111 a letter 11';-“:11

(zeneral f‘ll(’}}hfjll i Austin, th ] Secretarv ;
state, to \William H. Wharton. comimissioner of
this Republic to the court a Vashington, dated
Columbia, nincteenth Deceml er, 1836, and now
on file in the state departmelit.

The Hon. James P. Henderson, secretary of
state, mentions the same fact in a letter to Mr.
Whartan and General Hunt, our ministers at
Washi gton dated, Columbia January 21st,
1837; _*f“ Doctor R. A. Irion refers to the same

etter to Mr. Labranche, the Amen—
r Irs, dated Jannary ﬁfth :*i S.
are lon tilein the s
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pondeuce with the | |
league with the Mexl Jf’: -,b
ogdoches to make a simultane
the American populatwn. | "a"'f:'-eﬁ h
a large quantity of arms, and amm
that purpose, and had bngnn'ht mr,

bers of Cherokees. (/reel{s, and Semin

the United States, to join in their &l

this country, l:nwls, in the pride Of ”"1 ‘.
tion and the confidence of success, alrea ’"
ed to the 1111&"%{-%!{711 of the whole cnuntrjf,#
an accident brought their plan to lightasitie
before they had matured 1t. Some Of lhB ﬁa
okees and Mexicans, having a good opportuiity
to steal some horses, could not [men'n the ten
ing prize. They were pursued by the own '
the horses and traced to their n*eneral
vous, in the Angeline swamp. This H
a considerable excitement in the east a e
citizen soldiers flew to arms. A large
sembled under the command of Major t~
Thomas J. Rusk, and the Indians sudde i
persed, and the renerrade Mexicans ’y 1€
from the counury. “Cordova, th
Mexican rcbels, with his p'lft}, 0ol
the Indians. .k
In October, 1835, Ma JOI
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ear the old Kickapoo village.

ade the attack in the night, but

y routed, with a considerable loss
pursued his campaign, and led his
rh the whole Indiﬂn'turrit{_}ry but
fagain to bring them to butllr_::

=

3 U the
eft and the Indians {lir:]u':r:e;:;u_], and
jappeared to reign upon our border.
: sident, in the mean time, had olven
G Alexander Horton to have the
'l]ndnry [iIne run, accordine to the
EeRtreaty of Iebruary, 1836, This
e In dixect violation of the will
so often EXPresse d :E:En:.i;g'h COI-
sneral llDllhf_I"}Il was acluate I.i' by that
ich has al ways characterized his
gas the Indians. Butall of his kind-

pecaution could not quiet them; and

ring of 1839, they again broke out.

pltees had committed so many dep-
)nour people, and succeeded so well
2m off upon the wild Indians, that
i, after his elevation to the presi-
d todeprive them longer of this

n

& { “I:

S -
Baks.

laj. Walters was ordered to
of six months volunteers
of the Neches. He was
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to every thing and admitted the

-

- e
"Ra 0 W e
st 5 o
i, L
h

decision; said that (hiey knew they he
ment for their improvements.
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right to the land, and made no objection:
turning to the United States, on receiv
' € rg

But while they were making those cutward
professious, they were using every exeriion o
prepare for war. For this purpose Cordova,the
rebel Mexican chicf and his second in ecommatid,
NManuel Flores, with a party of Indians and ffex=
Icans starteda to Al

LW "

Matamoras for arms and ammus
nition. Their tiall was discovered by a party
of rangers ncar Austinon the Colorado, and they
were instantly parsued by Col. FHurieson whith a
party of voluuteers ifrom the { olorado riverssats
tacked and nearly all destroyed.  The reinans
however went on, and afier procuring alargs
quantity of powder and ball, they started on their
return.  But acain the vigilant rangers of the

Colorado detected their footsteps, and (hey weres
pursued by asmall party, overtaken,and #*‘

the leader of the party was killed and a
bagcage taken, among which was a
tity of powder and lead. "The corresponde

and instruction of Capt. Manuel Flores

~ ken, and thus the who'e treachery of
oliees was at once exposed. DBowls ¢
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ted to pretend 1r1endsh1p f'a.=
b ut throur-h their emisaries, to Leep
nal hosllllty upon eur iroutier, in or-
rd our settlements and prevent the im-
nt of the couuntry; aud were promised
s soon as the Mexicaus could dispose of their
Itl{'s with Frauce.
3 lth these proofs staring Lhim in the face, it
=3 buld have been maduess on the part of the Ex-
A7 e utive longer to have sufiered them to remain in
n heart of thc country, and he determined to
change his original intention, and provide for
gheir immediate removal beyond our border.
General A. Nidney Johinston, sccretary of wars;
Hon. David G. Burnet, vice president; Tho-
mas J. RLH}:, chief-justice; Hon. Isaac W.
Burton, and James N. Mayfield, esq., were ap-
Pomted cominissioners to treat with them for an
immediate removal. But as difliculties in this
- removal were anticipated, the Houston, Shel-
-~ by, and San Augustine volunteers, under the
~ command of Colonel [Landrum; a remment from
Nacogdoches, uuder the command of Colonel
Thomas J. Rusk; a portion of the first regiment,
' lar infantry, under the command of Lolonel
son; and two companies of H'll‘l"lsbl]l‘g vol-
s, under the command of Licutenant Co-
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Johnston, sacretary Y, %
to General Douglass, who had be
command of the troops, to advanc '{;;__
dians. He came up with them on tk

of the fifteenth of July, and a n:
which the Indians were defeated mth

ble loss. They retreated, but Werepu

taken on the sixteenth, and again badly

In this battle, Colonel Bowls, the prin *"-’?"_;
pendance of the Indians, was killed, and

whole tribes disperseed. 'l he loss of the r ‘

I...Fl

in these fichts, as near as could be &
was fifty-five killed and eighty wounded;
of whom afterwards died of their wounds:™
Ours was five killed and about twent
wounded, all of whom recovered. Among 3
wounded were Colonel McLeod, Colonel A '"
tine, and Colonel Rusk. *'
In those battles the Indians had coll
their forces, and procured many volun
their friends in the United States, and
ly expected victory. Butthey met w

fate which they always have when he;
countered our troops. 2

They dispersed in every lirect
not since made thelr appe al
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battles were of great im-
‘* htry In the short time of
ampaign had been projected, and

cessful termination, which clear-

| ) oi a band of faithless savages of
three thousand in number, which had

s the annoyance of our castern front-
eﬂ'ects it produced the most benceficial

. relieved the east from the fears of In-
redanons A portion of them fled across
iver, and Joined their companions in the
¢ the remainder are scattered in small

gat a distance from our settlements. and
3 lé danger is to be apprehiended from their

itions.

Ghaln of block houses which is snortly to
arown across our northern and western
itier, and the other improvement in a state of
€ss by the war department, will be an effec-
i;: ler against any depredations which are

rehended from Indian difficulties, and

,uf may assure himself of as much

of the settled portions of this re-
'mld in the Atlantic states.

" 'r: F.,-~ ?_
- _I- - 'h 3
WL ARG

-".l..l'
i f-—*
o

¥ b %
."'.r" T, . -
.y
= - o 1.__.1-;. oy -
P . i

3 "#L", '''''



